
David Miller is a 100-percent disabled 
vet who claims his 27-year history of 
kidney stones is directly attributable 

to his honorable service in the United States 
Navy.  During a recent stay at the VA Hospital 
in Iowa City for angina-related heart pain and 
lifelong kidney stones, when he refused being 
evangelized multiple times by the chaplain, he 
was denied kosher food, then cut off from his 
prescriptions and pain meds. He was told that 
he didn’t need them because his Orthodox faith 
should take care of his disease.  That’s when he 
called Mikey Weinstein.

Weinstein is the founder of the Military 

Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF), an 
organization “dedicated to ensuring that all 
members of the United States armed forces fully 
receive the constitutional guarantees of religious 
freedom to which they and all Americans are 
entitled by virtue of the Establishment Clause 
of the First Amendment.”(The Establishment 
Clause and Clause Three of Article Six prohibit 
the existence of a national religion.) He is the 
undisputed leader of the national movement 
to restore the separation of church and state in 
the military.

On Friday, March 7, Weinstein was the guest 
speaker at an event co sponsored by University 

Synagogue in Irvine and the Irvine United 
Congregational Church. The assembled listened 
attentively as Weinstein shared what he had come 
to learn about was happening to our military. 

What caused this conservative Republican, 
former Ronald Reagan White House counsel, 
Air Force academy graduate and JAG officer to 
spring into action? First, he discovered that his 
younger son, a cadet at the Air Force Academy 
was habitually being taunted with anti-Semitic 
remarks; then he learned that his Christian 
daughter-in-law was being coerced into 
“harvesting” cadets for conversion to a specific 
evangelical Christian view.

Former White House aide challenges evangelism in the military.
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Mikey Weinstein challenges religious coercion in the military.
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“When I began I, like most people, was 
focused on the personal. I believed that what 
was happening at the United States Air Force 
Academy, the harassment of cadets and staff 
with unwanted evangelism, was limited in 
scope,” said Weinstein. As the months passed, 
however, he found that he had to reassess 
those basic assumptions.  “Promises of an open 
inquiry were ignored,” he added, “and decent 
and courageous people like former Air Force 
Chaplin MeLinda Morton were intentionally 
muzzled.” As he studied what was happening, 
he began to hear from sailors, soldiers, marines, 
and airmen from all religious traditions at 
military bases in the US and all over the world.  
“I took up this cause after hearing innumerable 
examples of specifi c Constitutional infractions 
and of blatant religious bias,” said Weinstein, 
“from U.S. armed forces and civilian personnel 
stationed at the 702 U.S. military installations in 
132 countries throughout the world.”

Weinstein emphasized that this was not an 
anti-Christian or anti-evangelical issue, and 
that of his 7,300 military clients, the majority 
are Protestant Christians, with the next largest 
group Catholics and the smallest number Jews 
and Muslims.  “They all told the same horrifying 
story,” said Weinstein. 

He discovered that religious events were being 
made mandatory or thrust upon subordinates 
who didn’t wish to participate in them by some 
in the chain-of-command, and members of 
the military members were using their offi cial 
government positions as a platform to preach 
about their particular biblical world view.

Weinstein points out that this particular 
evangelical movement began in the early 
70s with small group of Republicans seeking 
control of the GOP. They took advantage of 
the newly disenfranchised Southern Democrats 
by using elements in the Evangelical churches 
there. Employing methods of stealth espoused 
by leaders of the movement, they took over the 
Southern Baptist Convention and then applied 
the same methods to civil government and 
our military. “Their goal is simply to convert 
America into a theocracy that substitutes 

one parochial world view of the Bible as law, 
displacing the democratic foundation of our 
nationhood,” said Weinstein.

While this is no great surprise to anyone who 
has been watching the growth of this segment of 
Christianity, what seemed to surprise members 
of the audience that Friday night, was just how 
far-reaching Weinstein states this infi ltration has 
been, and what it means for the country. “The 
power block responsible for the takeover is now, 
effectively, in charge of the mightiest, most lethal 
weapon the world has ever known, the United 
States Military,” added Weinstein. 

“Sometimes Americans and even American 
Jews tend to ‘pooh pooh’ this kind of evangelism,” 
commented Rabbi Arnold Rachlis of University 
Synagogue. “And while some people might call 
him (Weisntein) alarmist, too many people are 
asleep at the wheel and without people like 
Mikey Weinstein showing the paper and money 
trail, few of us would be able to realize how 
embedded it is in the body politic.”

 “As we sat and listened to what Mikey 
Weinstein was telling us with such urgency,” 
said Pastor Paul Tellstrom of the Irvine United 
Congregational Church, “many of us heard in 
the telling of his experience with the military’s 
misuse of the chaplain’s offi ce -- the offi ce that 
should be used to provide spiritual strength to 
the plurality of our soldiers -- a clarion call to 
strongly address yet one more instance of abuse 
by the “religious right” in our country.”

Weinstein uses the legal system he knows so 
well to challenge and publicize this threat our 
military men and women face, and on a much 
larger scale, our nation. Only two days before 
Weinstein spoke at University Synagogue, he 
fi led a lawsuit naming Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates and Major Freddy J. Welborn as specifi c 
defendants on behalf of Jeremy Hall, a decorated 
soldier, with 2 completed combat tours in Iraq. 
Weinstein stated that “the United States Army 
is actively attempting to destroy the professional 
career of (Hall), simply because he had the rare 
courage to stand up for his Constitutional rights 
… against a superior offi cer who was forcefully 
attempting to intimidate him into accepting 

fundamentalist Christianity.” 
“This young man, Jeremy Hall, has shown 

great courage,” said Weinstein. “It is very 
diffi cult ‘to speak truth to power’.”

While his passionate pursuit of this cause has 
meant that he and his family must live under the 
constant threat of violence (his home has been 
targeted by feces and beer bottles; their tires 
slashed; dead animals have twice been placed 
on the front porch, and death threats come 
in ceaselessly), it has also led to congressional 
hearings and an internal Air Force investigation 
that substantiated nearly all of Weinstein’s 
specifi c allegations and led to new guidelines on 
religious tolerance.

“I am a Jew proud to stand with Christians, 
Muslims, agnostics, and atheists, and others 
who, are committed to the vision of an America 
for which generations have laid down their 
lives. At the end of the day, it’s simply all about 
just one thing: our beautiful United States 
Constitution.”

Weinstein reminded the audience about 
what Benjamin Franklin said when asked 
by the citizenry of Philadelphia, “What kind 
of government have you given us?” Franklin 
responded, “A republic; now see if you can 
keep it!” 

For more information go to www.
militaryreligiousfreedom.org.
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