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Easter Egg
Hunt “Sparky,” the Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow Fire and Emergency Services Division mascot, helps children find Easter 

eggs during an Easter egg hunt at the base chapel, Saturday. The event was organized in celebration of the holiday. 
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See Related story and photos Page 8 & 9

WASHINGTON, – Presi-
dent Barack Obama today 
gave a verbal “high-five” to 
Defense Secretary Robert 
M. Gates’ proposal to reform
the Pentagon’s procurement 
system to eliminate wasteful 
programs and curb spiral-
ing weapons and equipment 
costs. 

“Secretary Gates recently 

announced a courageous set 
of reforms that go right at 
the hundreds of billions of 
dollars in waste and cost 
overruns that have bloated 
our defense budget with-
out making America safer,” 
Obama said during a speech 
to faculty and students at 
Georgetown University here.  
Obama provided Americans 
an update on the state of the 
nation’s battered economy. 

While doing so, the presi-
dent pointed to Gates’ intent 
to eliminate wasteful spending 

in the Pentagon’s procurement 
realm. Last month, during a 
nationally televised news con-
ference, Obama said that he’d 
been working with Gates to 
reform the Pentagon’s weap-
ons and procurement system 
“so that it keeps America 
safe, and we’re not wasting 
taxpayer dollars.” 

There’s broad acknowl-
edgement, Obama said during 
the news conference, that the 
Pentagon’s procurement sys-
tem “doesn’t work.” 

Defense procurement ex-

perts have identified “a whole 
range” of multi-billion dollar 
systems that have incurred 
cost overruns of 30, 40, and 50 
percent, the president said. 

Today  a t  George town, 
Obama said more needs to 
be done to reduce wasteful or 
unnecessary spending across 
the federal government. 

Gates’ proposal to eliminate 
unnecessary defense programs 
and to reform unwieldy and 
inefficient procurement pro-
cedures “is right on target,” 
Obama said. 

Gates ‘on target’ with defense procurement 
reform, President Obama says
B y  G e r r y  J .  G i l m o re 
Amer ican  Forces  Press 

Service



This week’s ICE corner features submis-
sions by customers who received outstand-
ing service and wanted to say “thank you” 
to individuals and teams. If you would like 
to comment on outstanding service you have 
received aboard Marine Corps Logistics 
Base Barstow, please visit ICE at: https://ice.
disa.mil/index.cfm?fa=site&site_id=381.  

Customer Comments:

Mr. Bill Payne and Mr. Ernie Taylor, 
during the performance of their daily du-
ties, recently found an unsafe condition; an 
electrical hazard at Fleet Support Division’s 
Building FS-486, a damaged electrical 
transformer which provided power to the 
building. FS-486 has not been in use for 
an extended period of time due to wind 
damage. The danger to human life had 
gone undetected for an unknown number 
of months. Mr. Payne and Mr. Taylor se-
cured, isolated, and red tagged the panel at 

the electrical substation. Mr. Payne and Mr. 
Taylor have shown on many occasions that 
SAFETY comes first and foremost in their 
duties. This is just one of many times that 
they have protected life and property aboard 
MCLB Barstow. “Thank You Mr. Payne 
and Mr. Taylor!” 

I would like to thank Ms. Monica 
Simms for her outstanding effort in getting 
the Housing Inspection Contract for 74 
homes aboard the base. Public Works Divi-
sion had to have the units inspected before 

April 15. Ms. Simms took the contract for 
action and had it awarded within days. Her 
professionalism and customer service brings 
great pride to MCLB and Contracting and 
Purchasing Division. Well done!!

I would like to thank Kelly Johnson for 
the great support she has provided the I&L  
Department by helping fill critical need po-
sitions. I know her customer base has been 
changed and doesn’t include our organiza-
tion any longer, but her efforts will always 
stay with our personnel. Bravo Zulu.

Imagine, for a moment, you 
had the perfect friend. The friend 
was always understanding, al-
ways  loving,  a lways  car ing , 
always kind, always forgiving 
and always fun. 

If you needed him to be se-
rious, he was serious; if  you 
needed him to cry with, he would 
cry with you; and if you needed 
him to be joyful, he would be 
joyful. 

If someone spoke negatively 
about you, he would speak up 
for you. In fact, he would always 
give you the benefit of the doubt 
in any given situation, despite 
what others may say or think. 

Your friend knew that there 
were always two sides to ev-
ery story, and he would be the 
perfect person to stand up and 
speak for you in light of the op-
position. 

If you had a bad day and you 
yelled at your friend, your friend 
would say, “I’m sorry you’re 

Editor’s Note
“News Briefs” are designed 

to disseminate information to 
the MCLB Barstow commu-
nity. Any submissions to be 
used in the paper should be 
received Fridays by noon for 
the following week’s issue. 
Submit briefs via e-mail to 
BSTW_PAOLIST@usmc.
mil.
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Catholic Mass
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
505 E. Mt. View Barstow
Sundays, 7:30 a.m. Misa En Espanol 
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. English

Protestant Services
Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Jewish Services
Call 252-0148 
for more information
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Just did my job...

See CHAPLAIN Page 13

By Lt. Allen Presser
Base Chaplain

Leave Transfer
Robert Flores, Requella 

Garcia, Grant Fargon and 
Krista Perez have been af-
fected by a medical emer-
gency.  Anyone desiring to 
donate annual leave under 
the Leave Sharing Program 
may do so by obtaining a 
leave donor  appl icat ion 
form from the Human Re-
sources Office. For more 
information, contact Rose 
Vickers at  577-6913, or 
Mi l l i e  Sanchez  a t  577-
6918.

Drive Ban
A ban is still in effect for all 

removable memory storage 
media in NMCI computers 
aboard Marine Corps Lo-
gistics Base Barstow, Calif., 
and across the Department 
of Defense. The reason this 
reminder is being issued 
again is that there have been 
several violations of Ma-
rine Administrative Mem-
orandum 647/08 reported 
by Marine Corps Network 
Operations Security Center 
aboard MCLB Barstow. The 
ban covers all brands of flash 
drives, memory sticks, camera 
memory cards and any other 
type of solid state media or 
portable firmware based stor-
age devices not specifically 

listed in this announcement. 
Authorized external devices 
on government computers- 
(with the restriction that they 
are not moved from computer 
to computer and must be la-
beled and scanned for viruses 
(instructions to follow via a 
separate correspondence)- 
include external Hard drives, 
Iomega Zip Drives, CD-Rs 
and CD-RWs. Random scans 
are being conducted. For more 
information, contact Yvette 
Costilla, Information Assur-
ance Manager, at 577-6780.

Security tip of the week

h a v i n g  a  b a d 
day.  What  can 
I do to help you 
make you feel 
better?” 

Then, to your 
surpr i se ,  your 
f r i e n d  b r i n g s 
you your perfect drink—a latte 
from the local coffee shop— and 
says to you, “I hope your day will 
get better. Here, what can I do for 
you, and may I pray for you?” If 
you needed help at 3 a.m., your 
friend would instantly jump to his 
feet, promptly get ready, and drive 
across town to help you out. 

This  f r iend of  yours  was so 
great, he would make Pollyanna 
and Mr. Goodie Two Shoes look 
like rebels.  This friend may be 
hard to find and even possibly non-
existent, but we can do our best to 
be the perfect friend to others. 

Perhaps we think or expect the 
impossible from people, or perfec-
tion out of others, yet fail to come 
close in our own lives. Certainly, 
we need to love each other and do 

The Perfect Friend

Special Needs Confer-
ence 

Marine Corps Installations 
West and Naval Hospital Camp 
Pendleton are sponsoring their 
3rd annual Special Needs 
Conference April 22 from 8 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the South

Mesa Club, near the main gate 
of Marine Corp Base Camp 
Pendleton.

The conference is intended 
for policy makers and senior 
executives, military and ci-
vilian health care providers 

Greenside
Created by Jeff Bacon

Vanpool
There are two seats avail-

ab le  in  the  Vic to rv i l l e -
Yermo vanpool. The van-
pool leaves the “D” street 
commuting center in Vic-
torville daily at 5:25 a.m. 
and arrives in Yermo at ap-
proximately 6:15 a.m. The 
vanpool departs Yermo at 
4 p.m. daily and arrives at 
“D” street at 4:45 Anyone 
wishing to inquire call Mar-
tin Durette at 577-7611. 

Single Marine Program Coordinator Randy Aradanas receives a cake 
from Kingman, Ariz., native and Marine Corps Community Services Mar-
keting Manager Cynthia Mosqueda, congratulating him on completing 
his tour of duty at Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif. A native 
of Honolulu, Aradanas has served the Marines of MCLB Barstow faith-
fully since July 2007 and moves on to a new position at nearby Fort 
Irwin. In addition to his dual job as base sports coordinator at MCLB 
Barstow, Aradanas is perhaps best known for playing an instrumental 
role in organizing, establishing and furnishing the Single Marine Pro-
gram aboard the base.   

Photo by Staff Sgt. Houston White Jr.
California home burglaries cost residents more than $10 million 

annually. Youths 18 and under commit most of the burglaries. The 
following tips are ways you can make your home a harder target 
for criminals. Install a deadbolt lock: Most burglaries happen 
during daylight hours. Install solid entrance doors: Metal or solid 
hardwood doors should be set in strong frames. Lock garage doors: 
Secure sliding doors and windows: In-
sert a stick in the bottom track to pre-
vent the door from being forced open. 
Drill one hole through both casings and 
sliding window and insert a metal pin. 
Secure sash windows: Inserting a pin 
through a hole drilled through both the 
bottom and top windows  prevents them 
from being pried open. Track locks can 
secure aluminum sash windows. Mark 
your property: This deters burglars and 
aids in recovering property. 

and support personnel, other 
Navy and Marine Corps lead-
ers, TRICARE Regional Of-
fice West staff, TriWest staff, 
education community repre-
sentatives and military family 
members.

There will be a $25 cash-
only conference fee collected 
at the door. The fee is waived 
for special needs family mem-
bers and public school repre-
sentatives. A buffet-style lunch 
will be available at the club for 
$10 per person. The morning 
program schedule consists 
of presentations, while the 
afternoon program consists 
of three separate tracks cov-
ering medical, educational 
and community services. For 
more information, go online at 
the NHCP Web site at https://
cpen.med.navy.mil/, or call Lt. 
Cmdr. Ken Arlinghaus at (760) 
725-3082.
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E a r t h  D a y  i s  c e l e b r a t e d 
around the world April 22 each 
year.  The  observance  he lps 
broaden the base of support 
for environmental programs, 
rekindles public commitment 
and builds community activ-
ism around the world through 
a range of interconnected ac-
tivities.  

The organizers of Earth Day 
2009 at Marine Corps Logistics 
Base, Barstow, Calif., have a lot 
of fun in store for base employ-
ees, tenant activities, families 
who live in base housing, the 
Base Child Development Cen-
ter and all military personnel. 
The April 22 event is scheduled 
to take place at the Youth Activ-
ity Center (Building 62) aboard 
MCLB Barstow, from 8 a.m. to 

3 p.m. MCLB 
Barstow com-
manding offi-
cer, Col. Ken-
n e t h  E n z o r , 
h a s  g r a n t e d 
59 minutes for 
base  employ-
ees  t o  a t t end 
the event, with 
their  supervi-
sor ’s  approv-
al. 

V a r i o u s 
o ff -base  pa r-
ticipants con-
sis t ing of  the 
Southern Cali-
fornia Edison 
Company, which will provide 
information on energy conser-
vation. the Environmental Divi-
sion will discuss environmental 
management  and  awareness 
and the Department of The In-
terior’s Mojave Max will tell 
visitors about the endangered 

desert reptile through the Des-
ert Tortoise Outreach program. 
There will be free “Go Green” 
and  “Energy  Sav ing”  g ive -
aways, as well as plenty of free 
food for participants.  

For more information, call 
(760) 577-6839, or email eliza-
beth.sena@usmc.mil.

Earth Day 2009: MCLB Barstow shows 
commitment to environmental preservation

Photo Illustration by www.centenarycollege.edu

Submitted by 
Elizabeth Sena
Environmental

 Protection Specialist

Along with other base programs to protect the environment, 
Marines do their part in keeping Marine Corps Logistics 
Base Barstow litter-free during annual cleanups on base. 

Photo by Cpl. Josh Carmona
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Congratulations are in order for Baton Rouge, La., native, Pfc. Daniel Wade 
Wright, a 21-year-old calibration technician with Cost Work Center 680, Main-
tenance Center Barstow, MCLB Barstow, and his wife, Carrie Renee’ Wright, 
celebrating the birth of their newborn baby girl, Callie De’lis Wright. Their 
child was born at Loma Linda University Medical Center at 10:43 a.m., April 
3, and was measured at 19 inches, weighing 4 pounds, 4 ounces.

Photo courtesy of Pfc. Daniel W. Wright 

Leatherneck 
newborn 

announcement

Marines, Civilian Marines and family members of Marine Corps Logis-
tics Base Barstow, Calif., personnel gathered at Maintenance Center 
Barstow, Yermo Annex, with staff members and residents of The Vet-
erans Home of California, Barstow, April 8, for an awards presentation 
ceremony. Speaking at the event was MCB commanding officer, Col. 
Dale Johnson (kneeling left), who expressed his heartfelt gratitude to 
the employees who volunteered and assisted in the restoration of “Gal-
loping Gertie,” an M60 Main Battle Tank that sits at the entrance of the 
veterans facility. Initiating the tank refurbishment project was Temple, 
Texas, native Jeanie Halliday (second row, third from left), an admin-
istrator at the veterans home, with her husband, Prescott, Ariz., native 
Ron ‘Doc’ Halliday (right of Jeanie), paint workshop leader, Cost Work 
Center 748, taking charge of the actual tank restoration. Each member 
who contributed to the project, or a surrogate representative, received 
framed certificates of appreciation and Johnson said he had a sincere 
desire for Base personnel to maintain a strong relationship with the 
veterans home in the future. 

Photo by Curt Lambert

Photo by Curt Lambert

Photo by Curt Lambert

(Left) Marine Logistics Command commanding general, Maj. 
Gen. Willie Williams, meets with members of Cost Work Center 
726, during his tour of the Maintenance Center Tuesday. Wil-
liams was briefed on the progress of programs in Maintenance 
Center Barstow and was able to meet with artisans who repair 
and refurbish vehicles and equipment for Marines.

Maj. Gen. Willie Williams receives a gift from the Civilian Marines of Maintenance Center Barstow during his tour of the facility Tuesday. The tour 
followed meetings to discuss future programs of the Maintenance Center.

Maintenance Center Bar-
stow at Marine Corps Logis-
tics Base Barstow was vis-
ited Tuesday by Maj. Gen. 
Wil l ie  Wil l iams,  Marine 
Corps Logistics Command 
commanding General.  The 
visit was to check on the 
Maintenance Center’s proj-
ects and programs, to plan 
for the center’s mission in 
the future.

During his visi t  to the 
base,  Wil l iams met  with 

supervisors and leaders to 
praise their performance and 
to evaluate the effective-
ness of Maintenance Cen-
ter Barstow’s Continuous 
Process Improvement, Lean 
Thinking, and Six Sigma 
Programs.

After meeting with MCB 
leaders ,  Wil l iams took a 
tour of Maintenance Center 
Barstow stopping at various 
shops.

He received progress re-
por t s  f rom d isassembly, 
Amphibious  Assaul t  Ve-
hicle, Medium Tactical Ve-
hicle Replacement, Light 
Armored Vehicle, M88A2 

Hercules recovery vehicle, 
small arms shop, and vari-
ous other shops.

Each displayed their prog-
ress  on boards  and each 
showed dramatic improve-
ments over months since 
implementing CPI and other 
programs.

For MCB employees each 
process improvment brings 
the country closer to keep-
ing service members safe 
dur ing  dep loyments  and 
training.

Maj. Gen. Williams visits Maintenance 
Center Barstow, observes progress

By Cpl. Josh Carmona
Combat Correspondent

For more on this story contact 
the author at joshua.carmo-
na@usmc.mil
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Merkel, Texas, native Lance Cpl. Juan Cerna (right), a postal clerk for the Marine 
Corps Logistics Base Barstow Post Office, assists his 22-month-old daughter, 
Isabel, while she searches for eggs during an Easter egg hunt behind the chapel, 
Saturday. More than 100 patrons took part in the event, celebrating the festive 
holiday. 

Photo by Lance Cpl. Noel Gonzalez

Families enjoy the food and beverages provided at the Marine Memorial Chapel aboard MCLB Barstow 
after an Easter egg hunt, Saturday. Every child received candy and toys within the eggs they found.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Noel Gonzalez

There was a joyous atmosphere 
at the Marine Memorial Chapel 
aboard Marine Corps Logistics 
Base Barstow, Calif.,  Saturday, 
after more than 100 patrons took 
par t  in  the  annual  Eas te r  egg 
hunt. 

The event was sponsored by 
Headqua r t e r s  Ba t t a l i on  Navy 
chaplain Lt.  Allen Presser and 
the members of the congregation 
aboard base. In celebration of the 
Easter holiday, military children 
of all ages were welcomed and 
enjoyed the morning searching 
for more than 2,000 hidden, prize-
filled eggs behind the chapel. 

“We try to do this every year. 
We have prizes, food and bever-
ages for all of the kids and their 
families,” said Presser. 

The  n igh t  p r io r,  vo lun tee r s 
stuffed the eggs with several sur-

prises, including candy and small 
toys. 

In addition, there were seven 
special mystery eggs, which al-
lowed  ch i ld ren 
who found them 
to pick an extra 
prize. 

La rge  Eas t e r 
b a s k e t s ,  t o y s , 
games and a wa-
ter gun were all 
up for grabs. 

T h e  M C L B 
F i r e  D e p a r t -
m e n t  b r o u g h t 
along with their 
faithful mascot, 
“Sparky,” to add 
t o  t h e  f u n  a n d 
excitement. 

As the official 
mascot of the MCLB firefighters, 
the fire safety-conscious pooch 
gave the Easter egg hunt an ap-
proving “two thumbs up.” 

Assistant Chief of Operations 

for the fire department, Donald 
Simard said his team was glad to 
be a part of the event. 

“All of the guys are here because 
they want to be 
here,” Simard 
e x p l a i n e d . 
“We are trying 
to make this as 
fun as we can. 
We  s e e  t h e 
smiles on [the 
c h i l d r e n ’ s ] 
faces ,  so  i t ’s 
a l l  w o r t h  i t . 
How could we 
say no?” 

A c c o r d i n g 
to Stacy Press-
er, the wife of 
t h e  c h a p l a i n 
and  an  event 

coordinator, the festivities were 
organized  speci f ica l ly  for  the 
children. 

“They are  wor th  your  t ime. 
Here, kids are being kids and fam-

ily is important,” she explained. 
“Jesus took time for kids and we 
should too.” 

Shortly after  al l  of  the eggs 
were found, prizes were handed 
out to the ones who found the 
mystery eggs, while many other 
patrons enjoyed healthy snacks 
and beverages. 

By the end of the event, parents 
who attended received  a reward 
that couldn’t come from an Eas-
ter egg: Quality time with their 
children. 

“My daughter Isabel had fun and 
enjoyed finding eggs and playing 
with Sparky,” said Merkel, Texas,  
native Lance Cpl. Juan Cerna, a 
postal clerk for the Marine Corps 
Logistics Base Barstow Post Of-
fice. 

“We enjoyed everything, along 
with the other families.”

Marine Memorial Chapel Easter egg hunt 
brings smiles, joy, to children’s faces

By Lance Cpl. Noel Gonzalez
Combat Correspondent

For more on this story contact the 
author at noel.gonzalez@usmc.mil

Photo by Lance Cpl. Noel Gonzalez

(Right) Sparky watches over children as they col-
lect their prizes and enjoy time with their families at 
the Easter egg hunt on base Saturday. More than 
hundred patrons gathered at the Base’s Memorial 
Chapel to collect more than 2,000 Easter eggs with 
candy and toys inside of them.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Noel Gonzalez

Children of all ages graze through a field full of colorful, prize-filled Easter eggs during an Easter 
egg hunt at the Marine Memorial Chapel aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow Saturday. 
The event was a rousing success, with more than 100 patrons attending the event. 

Photo by Lance Cpl. Noel Gonzalez

Children of military families receive instructions concerning the 
rules of the activity before taking part in an Easter egg hunt 
conducted at the Marine Memorial Chapel aboard Marine Corps 
Logistics Base Barstow Saturday. In celebration of the Easter holi-
day, the chapel’s congregation sponsored the event and provided 
the multi-colored eggs, candy, toys, food and beverages.



An old Native American prov-
erb says, to truly know a man, you 
must walk a mile in their mocca-
sins. Approximately 50 students 
from Orange High School’s Ma-
rine Corps Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps in Orange, Calif., 
did more than walk during their 
visit to Marine Corps Logistics 
Base Barstow, April 8, as they 
learned about the training Ma-
rines must engage in on a regular 
basis.

The MCJROTC program is 
headed by retired Marine Lt. Col. 
Joe Ruthenberg, Senior Marine 
instructor of the curriculum, who 
said the MCJROTC takes two 
week-long trips a year to educate 
the students on the training and 
culture of military life and also 
provides students with physical 
education credits towards their 
graduation requirement.

“We go to wherever we can get 
leadership training for the stu-
dents,” said Ruthenberg.

The students were greeted with 

an introduction to the Ma-
rine Corps Martial Arts 
Program, presented by 
one of the base’s resident 
MCMAP instructors, New 
York City nat ive,  Cpl . 
Geronimo Tyrell.

The class proved to be a 
favorite of the students.

“ I ’m [ t ak ing  ka ra t e 
classes], so this will help 
m e  o u t , ”  s a i d 
Mitchell Duncan, a 14-
year-old freshman at Or-
ange High School.

Dur ing  the  MCMAP 
t r a in ing ,  t he  Mar ine s 
taught basic techniques 
from the tan and gray belt courses.

After MCMAP, the students vis-
ited the base stables and met the Ma-
rines of the Marine Corps Mounted 
Color Guard.

“I’ve seen the Mounted Color 
Guard on TV during the Rose Bowl 
Parade, but never up close,” said 
Ruthenberg.

He added that the 13-year-old 

MCJROTC program at Orange High 
School has won numerous awards 
for its own color guard and the op-
portunity to seek advice from the 
Marine Corps’ only mounted color 
guard was significant.

“It was important for the stu-
dents to have the chance to ask the 
mounted color guard questions. It 
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See MCJROTC Page 13

MCJROTC visits base, gets sample of 
Marine Corps training and lifestyle

Mitchell Duncan, a 14-year-old freshman 
from Orange High School, taps out after 
receiving a rear-naked choke. Students from 
Orange High School, Orange, Calif., partici-
pated in Marine Corps Martial Arts training 
aboard base April 7.

Photo by Cpl. Josh Carmona

By Cpl. Josh Carmona
Combat Correspondent

Lance Cpl. Stacey O. Clark, a 19-year-old Baltimore 
native, prepares to demonstrate the Combat Fitness 
Test to students from Orange High School’s Marine 
Corps Junior Reserve Officer’s Training Corps in 
Orange, Calif. The students demonstrated their 
physical abilities by training on the course April 7.

Photo by Cpl. Josh Carmona

Authorit ies with the Federal 
Bureau  o f  Inves t iga t ion  have 
t agged  l aw-break ing  commi t -
ted over the Internet as “cyber 
crime.” According to the FBI’s 
cyber crime Web page http://ww/
fbi.gov/cyberinvest/esca,s.htm, 
the latest attempt to trick unwary 
people out of money is based on an 
e-mail which has been circulating

around the world since late 2006 
in one form or another. It has now 
re-emerged to clutter up the in-
boxes of soldiers and civilians at 
Fort Irwin, Calif. 

Special Agent Christopher Vi-
tatoe with the Army’s Criminal 
Investigation Division acknowl-
edged that his agency has sent 
t he  e l ec t ron i c  message  on  t o 
inves t igators  a t  Marine  Corps 
Police Department, Marine Corps 
Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., so 
that warnings could be issued to 
Marines and Civilian Marines.

However, MCPD Barstow in-
vestigator Vareese Brown said as 
far as he knows, there have been 
no instances of the so-called “hit 
man” e-mail being received by 
anyone aboard base.

FBI officials  s tated on their 
cyber crime Web page the e-mail 
purports to be from someone hired 
to kill the recipient of the mes-
sage. The author claims to have 
sympathy for his intended mur-
der victim and will allow them to 

buy their way 
out of the con-
tract  by pay-
i n g  a  s p e c i -
f i e d  a m o u n t 
o f  do l la rs  to 
the hit man. In 
exchange, the 
v i c t i m  l i v e s 
and gets a tape 
with the iden-
tity of the per-
son who hired 
the hit man. Of 
course,  there 
is no contract 
out on the per-
son,  and any 
m o n e y  p a i d 
disappears. 

Brown said 
if anyone does 
get such a message, get in touch 
with authorities. “Contact the CID 
office and we’ll try to authenticate 
(the e-mail),” said Brown. 

“Call (760) 577 -6513 for the 
CID offices. If you get this e-mail 

on the weekend, call the Marine 
Corps Police Department at 577-
6666.” 

MCLB Barstow and U.S. Army join to fight 
newest version of old computer scam

By Keith Hayes
Public Affairs Specialist

For more on this story contact the 
author at keith.hayes@usmc.mil
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Texas Hold ‘Em Poker Tournament
There is a Texas Hold ‘Em Poker 

Tournament tonight at The Little Oa-
sis Club (Bldg. 218). Sign-in begins 
at 5:30 p.m., with play beginning 
promptly at 6. There is a 30-minute 
late show cut-off and re-buys for the 
first hour of play. The $25 sign-up fee 
includes dinner. For more information, 
contact Marketing at 577-5893, or visit 
www.mccsbarstow.com/poker. 

Quarterly Connection
The April-June issue of the Quarterly 

Connection is now available! Stop by a 
MCCS facility to pick up your copy, or 
visit www.mccs.barstow.com, to read it 
online. For more information, contact 
MCCS Marketing at 577-5893.

TGIF Moving to Thursdays!
TGIF is moving to Thursdays begin-

ning April 30. Come by the Little Oasis 

Club after 3:31 p.m. to enjoy free hors 
d’oeuvres, great company and more! 
More information will be available 
next week, so stay tuned. For more 
information, contact MCCS Marketing 
at 577-5893.

Outdoor Auto Lift Now Open for Use
Come by the Auto Skills Center, 

located at the Hobby Shops in Bldg. 
375, to use the brand new outdoor auto 
lift! The outdoor lift raises the vehicle 
by the frame and allows your wheels 
to be free of obstructions, making it 
easier to work on your transmission, 
clutch, brakes, and rotors. For more 
information, contact the Auto Skills 
Center at 577-6441.

Ultimate Football Tournament
Ultimate Football is scheduled April 

20-24 from 5 to 7 p.m.!  Ultimate Foot-
ball is a fast-paced and intense hybrid
sport, blending ultimate Frisbee and
football. Take a five-person team and
battle for ultimate supremacy and the
right to be named Ultimate Football
Champions. To learn more, visit www.
mccsbarstow.com, or call the Sports
Specialist at 577-6812, or 577-6898.

Child Abuse & Neglect: What You 
Can Do

According to the (American) Na-
tional Committee to Prevent Child 
Abuse, a child abuse or neglect incident 
is reported every 35 seconds. In 2006 
alone, child protective services handled 
approximately 905,000 cases of child 
abuse and neglect. April 30, Marine 
& Family Services’ Family Advocacy 
Program invites you to learn about the 
reality of child abuse and neglect. The 
presentation is scheduled to begin at 10 
a.m. in the Desert View Housing Com-
munity Center.

The presentation gives advice on 
how to identify the signs and symptoms 
of child abuse, how to respond and 
the steps that can be taken to prevent 
it. Resources and information will be 
provided. Please take part in our final 
presentation of Child Abuse Awareness 
Month. The more YOU know, the better 
YOU will be able to improve the life of 
a child. You can make a difference! For 
more information, contact M&FSD at 
577-6533.

Survey for Transitioning Service 
Members, Veterans, and Their Families
The Transition Assistance Manage-

ment Program and the Family Member 
Employment Assistance Program offices 
are seeking service members, veterans and 
their respective family members, who are 
about to rejoin civilian life, to participate 
in an anonymous survey to evaluate their 
overall experience with the assistance 
programs. To be eligible to participate, 
service members and veterans must have 
attended the Pre-Separation Counseling 
Brief, Transition Assistance Program Em-
ployment Workshop, or other transition 
services offered by TAMP. Family mem-
bers must have used employment assis-
tance, career coaching, or other assistance 
offered by FMEAP. Survey participants 
will be asked about their experiences with 
TAMP and FMEAP services and have 
an opportunity to suggest improvements 
to the various services and assistance the 
programs offer.

The survey will be available online 
from April 15 to May 29. Participants are 
encouraged to visit the survey Web site at 
www.websrg.com/MCHQ, For additional 
information, contact our local TAMP 
and FMEAP offices at 760-577-6533, or 
Headquarters Marine Corps Transition 
Support Section at 703-784-9523.
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our best to make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of others. 

Just as we cannot be every-
thing to everyone,  and this 
includes to our pastors as well, 
so should we not have such a 
short-sighted, unrealistically 
expectant attitude that says, 
“These people owe me this, 
or that.” It is not what others 
can do for us, but it is what 
we can do for others, and we 
should have a humble, grace-
ful attitude toward others just 
the same. 

There is One who believes 
in our potential enough to give 
up everything for us so that we 
would have the chance to reach 
our potential in life, be for-
given, and be totally restored, 
as if we had never failed or 
sinned to begin with. 

The Lord truly believed in 
us enough to put action behind 
His belief in our potential for 
us. We now have the chance to 
turn away from our own vices 
and obtain the power to become 
the children of God through 
repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins through true believing. 
No, the Lord did not pay the price 

for our sins so that we could con-
tinue in them, but provided a way 
out to help. “He who believes in 
the Son has eternal life; but he who 
does not obey the Son will not see 
life, but the wrath of God abides on 
him” (John 3:36). 

Further, “And He [Jesus] said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Christ would suffer and rise again 
from the dead the third day, and that 
repentance for forgiveness of sins 
would be proclaimed in His name 
to all the nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46, 47). If the 
Lord Jesus Christ believed in our 
potential enough to put actions be-
hind His belief in us by dying for us 
on the cross and shedding His blood 
for the forgiveness of our sins, then 
should not we also believe in Him 
enough to make Him the Lord of 
our hearts and lives and put actions 
behind our belief in Him by living 
for Him and seeking Him daily with 
our whole hearts? Let’s set our hope 
and course in life on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who is the Author and fin-
isher of our faith (Hebrews 12:1-3), 
and like Abraham, be a friend of 
God (James 2:23).

Of the many things people tend to 
take for granted on a daily basis, good 
health— or, more to the point— life in 
general, could be considered the most 

important.
In a mat-

ter of min-
u t e s ,  t h e 
p r e c i o u s 
gift of living 
and breath-
ing can be 
s to l en  by 
cardiac and/
or respira-
tory arrest, 
which, ac-
cording to 
the Ameri-
can Heart 
A s s o c i a -
tion, claims 
the lives of 
more Amer-
icans each 
year  than 
any other 
cause.

In most 
cases, car-

diac arrest is fol-
lowed by collapse, 
and unless immedi-
ate medical assis-
tance is rendered, 
results in sudden 
death.

Determined to 
teach military per-
sonnel and civil-
ians who live and 
work aboard Ma-
rine Corps Logistics 
Base Barstow, Ca-
lif., the skills they 
need to aid a person 
suffering from such 
an attack, sailors 
with the Branch 
Medical Clinic in-
structed a daylong 
course dealing with 
cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation, April 
10.

“We wanted to 
hold this class so 
that we could get 
the information out 
to all the military 

and civilians on base that CPR is a 
lifelong skill that may allow you to 
preserve the life of a family member 
or friend,” said Petty Officer 1st Class 
Joseph Santos, a BMC corpsman from 
Guam.

As a battle-hardened “Devil-Doc” 
who has survived two combat tours 
of Iraq with Marine Corps units and 
earned a Purple Heart for his efforts, the 
2 7 - y e a r -
o l d  t o o k
the lead in 
providing 
a compre-
h e n s i v e 
syllabus for 
the handful 
of Marines and Civilian Marines 
who attended the CPR fundamentals 
class.     

“Today we taught our students the 
difference between one-person and 
two-person CPR, showed them how to 
provide basic life support to someone 
who is choking, as well as responsive 
and unresponsive patients,” said San-
tos. “We also made sure they knew 
how to perform rescue breathing and 

the difference in chest compressions 
and breathing ratios to use between 
age groups.”

According to Petty Officer 1st Class 
Ralph Vincent Solon, a BMC corps-
man from Cebu City, Philippines, the 
training was extremely interactive 
and included PowerPoint briefs and 
video presentations endorsed by the 
AHA, as well as adult and infant-sized 
CPR mannequins, bag-valve masks 
to assist with breathing without the 
use of mouth-to-mouth resuscitation 
and automated external defibrillators, 
which deliver a measured dosage of 
electricity to the heart of a victim to 
restore a normal heartbeat.

If the positive reaction from the 
corpsmen’s student body was any 
indication, the detailed instruction 
they provided was as valuable as it 
was thorough.

“I felt that the class was very worth-
while,” remarked El Paso, Texas, 
native Benjamin Salazar, a track main-
tenance specialist at the Yermo Annex 
aboard MCLB Barstow. “I learned a 
lot of things that were upgraded from 
the course I took three years ago. Back 
then they didn’t teach us how to use 
the AEDs, or treat children.”

“I would recommend the class to 
everyone on this base,” he added. “It 
should be a requirement, in my opin-
ion. There are a lot of people working 
here and there will potentially be a 
lot of lives saved if you know how 
to act and what steps to take to save 
a life.”

While Solon agreed that every 
member of the 
MCLB Barstow 
c o m m u n i t y 
shou ld  know 
how to admin-
ister CPR, he 
placed particu-
lar emphasis on 

the need for those who put themselves 
in harm’s way fighting the Global War 
on Terrorism to receive the training.

“The classes are open to everyone 
on base, but we especially want all of 
the Marines here to be certified be-
cause they never know when they will 
be sent to a combat zone,” said the 29-
year-old sailor. “If something were to 

Combat “Devil-Docs” teach Marines, 
civilians, life-saving CPR techniques

By Staff Sgt. Houston White
Chief of Public Affairs
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Guam native Petty Officer 1st Class Joseph Santos (right), a 27-year-old corpsman with the Branch 
Medical Clinic aboard MCLB Barstow, applies chest compressions to a training mannequin, as 25-
year-old Headquarters Battalion ammunition technician, Sgt. Fernando Valenzuela of Pomona, Calif., 
assists with artificial respiration Friday during a class about cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

Cebu City, Phillipines, native Petty Officer 1st Class Ralph Vincent 
Solon (left), a corpsman with the Branch Medical Clinic aboard MCLB 
Barstow, explains to Yermo Annex track maintenance specialist Ben-
jamin Salazar of El Paso, Texas, the difference between administering 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation to an adult and an infant Friday.

will help them get tips to run their 
own color guard better,” he said.

For the final training session of the 
day, the students tested their strength, 
endurance and skills against the Ma-
rine Corps Combat Fitness Test.

After completing a half-mile run, 
ammunition can lift and the maneuver 
under fire course, the CFT ended, 
leaving students exhausted, but mo-
tivated by the experience.

“The exercise was awesome, I’ve 
never seen [the CFT] before,” said 16-
year-old sophomore Miguel Juarez.

Before the cadets departed, the 
Marines congratulated the students 
on their enthusiasm and hard work 
during the day, and shared words of 
encouragement for their potential 
future careers in the military.

With training completed, the stu-
dents gathered in formation and 
thanked the Marines with three suc-
cessive “Oo-rahs!” which echoed 
across the base.

With muscles sore, the students left 
the base a little more educated about 
Marine Corps lifestyle and military 
life in general.

For more on this story contact the 
author at houston.white@usmc.mil

CPR from page 12

“The bottom line is that life is 
important,” he said, “and CPR is the 

business of saving lives.”     
Petty Officer 1st Class Ralph Vincent Solon

See CPR Page 13

happen to a corpsman on the battlefield, 
we want each Marine to be able to save 
one another, or a ‘doc’s’ life.”  

“The skills we learned in the CPR 
class today are definitely something 
every Marine should know,” added Sgt. 
Fernando Valenzuela, a 25-year-old 
ammunition technician with Headquar-
ters Battalion, MCLB Barstow. “The 
class really gave me the confidence of 
knowing that I now have the ability to 
resuscitate someone who has passed out 
or stopped breathing.”

“CPR can be used in battle and 
in garrison,” continued the native of 
Pomona, Calif., who, in recent years, 
has completed two combat tours of duty 
in Iraq. “I never witnessed firsthand a 
Marine who needed it while I was de-
ployed, but you never know when there 
will be a need to save someone.”

Solon mentioned that the BMC plans 
to hold classes in the future at least once 
monthly because of the sheer signifi-
cance of what is at stake.

“The bottom line is that life is impor-
tant,” he said, “and CPR is the business 
of saving lives.”     

For more on this story contact the 
author at joshua.carmona@usmc.mil


