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Asian Pacific
Heritage
The U.S. Army Signal

Center and Fort Gordon
Asian Pacific American
Heritage Month command
program will be held 1:30
p.m. May 5 in Alexander
Hall.

Hosted by the 73rd
Ordnance Battalion, the
program will feature Kelly
Kuwayama, a member of
Company E, 442nd
Regimental Combat Team.
The theme for the month-
long observance is Leader-
ship to Meet the Chal-
lenges of a Changing
World.

For information call (706)
791-6644.

Veterans Job Fair
The Georgia Department

of Labor, Augusta Career
Center, Army Career
Alumni Program, Associa-
tion of the U.S. Army,
American Legion and
Veterans of Foreign Wars
will host a job fair 10:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. May 5,
at the Fort Gordon Army
Reserve Center, Bldg.
14401, located at the
corner of Lane Avenue and
15th Street. More than 50
local, state and national
employers will be there.
Job seekers should bring
copies of their resume and
dress for success.

The job fair is open to the
public.

For more information call
(706) 721-3131.

Food Expo
The Directorate of

Logistics will present its
annual Food Expo 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. May 7 at the
Gordon Club.

The event will feature
vendor food booths,
cooking demonstrations,
food sampling, a military
containerized kitchen
demonstration, gifts,
prizes and more.The event
is free and open to the
public.

For more information call
(706) 791-2636.

White House
positions
The White House Com-

munications Agency
Recruiting Team will visit
Fort Gordon May 11-15 to
select and nominate
qualified Soldiers possess-
ing primary military
occupational specialties
utilized in the presidential
support activity.

Selected Soldiers will
provide optimum support
to the Commander in
Chief, the White House
and the U.S. Secret
Service. The initial briefing
will be on 9:30 a.m. May
11 in Alexander Hall.

For additional information
call Ella Freeman, Direc-
torate of Human Re-
sources, Adjutant General
Division, (706) 791-7649 or
send e-mail to
ella.freeman@us.army.mil.
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Fort Gordon Soldier jumps again
Charmain Z. Brackett
Correspondent

After a harrowing Janu-
ary skydiving experience,
Pfc. Daniel Pharr of Fort
Gordon’s 297th Military In-
telligence Battalion took to
the skies once again, but
this time, his guides were
the Army’s Golden Knights.

“They are the best of the
best,” said Pharr, who had
his 15 minutes of fame af-
ter a Jan. 30 tandem skydive
in which his instructor,
George “Chip” Steele, died.
Local and national media
outlets turned their attention
to the initial story. He re-
ceived more than 300 cell
phone calls in the days fol-
lowing the incident.

Pharr landed the para-
chute safely, despite being
able to grab only one of the
control toggles. He tried to
resuscitate Steele when they
landed, but it was too late.

The Golden Knights,
based at Fort Bragg, N.C.,
heard about Pharr’s expe-
rience in Chester, S.C. and
contacted him about the
jump.

Although Pharr was able
to keep his cool during the
jump with Steele, he real-
izes how fortunate he was.

“There are too many vari-
ables; a lot could have gone
wrong,” he said.

With two months to think
about what could have gone
wrong, Pharr said he was a
little apprehensive about mak-
ing another jump despite the
Golden Knights’ reputation
and expertise.

Pharr said his parents
were for the jump, but his
wife, Jessica, who gave him
the initial jump as a Christ-
mas gift, didn’t want him to
jump with the Golden
Knights.

Pharr and Sgt.  Adam

Palmisano, 297th MI Bn.
got lost on the April 21 drive
to Fort Bragg, N.C. and for
a brief time considered us-
ing it as an excuse not to
follow through.

Spending an hour in a pre-
jump class helped calm some,
but not all, of their nerves. As
he and jump partner, Sgt. Joe
Abeln, of the Golden Knights,
exited the plane, Pharr said he
was nervous.

Steele lost consciousness
not long after pulling the
cord on the parachute.

Photos by Sgt. 1st Class Eric Heinsheimer

Pfc. Daniel Pharr, 297th Military Intelligence Battalion, takes a tandem jump with Sgt. Joe Abeln, a member of
the Golden Knights, the elite Army parachute team on April 21 in Laurinburg, N.C. Pharr gained international
attention in January after his first jump ever when his instructor died during a similar tandem jump.

See Jumps, page 4

Army News Service

WASHINGTON – While
emphazing caution, the sur-
geon general of the Army said
there’s no reason to be alarmed
by swine flu, (H1N1 virus).

“It’s important for all to un-
derstand that there is no cause
for panic or alarm,” wrote Lt.
Gen. Eric Schoomaker, U.S.
Army surgeon general, in his
blog.

“Antiviral drugs are available
in the event you become ill; and
there are preventive measures
you can take to stay healthy.”

Tips to protect you from flu
--Wash your hands often using soap or an
alcohol based sanitizer.
--Cover your mouth and nose when coughing
or sneezing. The proper way to sneeze or
cough is into the sleeve of your shirt. When
this method is used the germs are trapped in
the fabric and die.
--Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.
--Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
--Stay at home when you are sick. This will
prevent others from being infected.

Charmain Z. Brackett
Correspondent

Fort Gordon’s Child and School Youth Services program is
planning to build on an award-winning program.

In March, the National Association of Child Care Resource and
Referral Agencies recognized the Department of Defense as a leader
in its child care programming in all 50 states and the District of
Columbia.

“The Defense Department’s child care center program ranked
number one for both regulations and oversight in 2008, just as it
did in 2007, when NACCRRA first ranked the states. No other
state made it to the Top 10 list for both elements,” according to a
March 12 story in the Army Times.

The Department of Defense received 133 points out of a pos-
sible 150, earning it a B. No state received an A rating, and 33
states failed.

With the Department of Defense as a model other states have
risen in the rankings. The District of Columbia moved from a 25th
place rank two years ago to second place last year. It earned the
only C in the nation.

Fort Gordon’s child development center is nationally accred-
ited through the National Association for the Education of Young
Children. Accreditation is a year long process involving parents as
well as the child care providers. Accreditation lasts for five years.

The school age services program is accredited through ASA,
and it is evaluated every four years.

Fort Gordon’s program is not resting on its laurels. Child care
services on post will soon be expanding.

“The 144 capacity child development center is due to begin
construction on or about May 18,” said Mary Crowder, Child,
Youth and School Age Services chief.

The center will be located near the Dwight D. Eisenhower Army
Medical Center.  Also this month construction is due to begin on a
middle and high school youth center.

“First through twelfth grade are currently housed together,”
said Crowder.

The new center will have a high school regulation basketball
gymnasium as well as rooms with state of the art capabilities. It
will be equipped with Wi-Fi throughout.The facility will be located on
the corner of Brainard Avenue and Garlington Drive.

Construction on a second child development center near Gate 2
should begin shortly on the heels of the other two projects, Crowder
said.

It will be constructed with extra rooms which can be used for Fort
Gordon’s School of Knowledge, Inspiration, Exploration and Skills
program as well as Family Readiness Group meetings and as hobby
and craft space, she said.

Child care programs in the Department of Defense are ranked as
the best in the nation.

Nationally ranked
program expandingAccording to the Centers

for Disease Control as of April
27, 40 cases of confirmed
Swine Flu have been identified
in the United States. Seven
cases in California, two cases
in Kansas, 28 in New York City,
one case in Ohio and two cases
in Texas have been confirmed.

Swine Influenza (swine flu)
is defined by the CDC as a
“respiratory disease of pigs
caused by type A influenza vi-
rus that regularly causes out-
breaks of influenza in pigs.
Swine flu viruses cause high
levels of illness and low death

rates in pigs. Swine influenza
viruses may circulate among
swine throughout the year,
but most outbreaks occur
during the late fall and win-
ter months similar to out-
breaks in humans. The clas-
sical swine flu virus (an in-
fluenza type A H1N1 virus)
was first isolated from a pig
in 1930.

Swine flu viruses do not
normally infect humans.
However, sporadic human in-
fections with swine flu have
occurred.”

The symptoms of swine
flu are very similar to sea-
sonal flu symptoms. They
include fever, cough, sore
throat, runny nose and nasal
congestion. Also, as with
seasonal flu, it can worsen
existing chronic medical con-
ditions.

If you have flu symptoms,
make an appointment with your
health care provider at the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Army
Medical Center by calling (706)
787-7300 or by using the Web
based TRICARE Online appoint-
ment system at https://
www.tricareonline.com.

When you enter the medi-
cal center for your appoint-
ment take advantage of the
kiosks located throughout
the building where you can
pick  up  and  use  a  face
mask  whi le  you  a re
DDEAMC.  Tissues  and
hand sani t izers  are  a lso
available at these kiosks.

If you have any ques-
tions or would like more in-
formation on H1N1 flu call
DDEAMC Preventive Medi-
cine Clinic at (706) 787-
3547.

Surgeon general says

See Flu, page 4

H1N1 flu no cause for alarm
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Pamela Rachal
Exceptional Family Member
Program Manager

 Each year, the Exceptional
Family Member Program
sponsors a “Family Find
Campaign” scheduled for May
1-30. The objective of the
campaign is to identify and
enroll Family members who

Event aids military exceptional Family members

Nick Spinelli
Signal staff

Sgt. Darryl Wallace was serving with the 82nd Airborne in Af-
ghanistan in June 2007, when his life changed forever. His vehicle
was destroyed by an Improvised Explosive Device, and the re-
sulting explosion caused him multiple injuries, including the loss
of his right leg and left foot.

 Since then, Wallace has worked on his recovery and begun
making plans for life after the Army. But the Army isn’t done with
him yet. Several Fort Gordon Soldiers are currently volunteering
their time to work with Homes for Troops, building Wallace and
his Family a new house in Harlem, Ga.

Homes for Troops is a non-profit organization dedicated to
building specially adapted homes for severely injured veterans.
Brian Reed, Homes for Troops project manager, says the program
is designed to show injured veterans that they and their sacrifices
are not forgotten. Of course, the organization can’t do everything
on its own, which is why Reed says the local community is so
important.

“I’ve been building homes for the past 25 years and I’ve never
had a better experience than this one,” he said. “The friendliness
of the community, their eagerness to help, it’s just an awesome
feeling.”

Neighbors and area businesses have all donated time and ser-
vices to the building of Wallace’s new home. However, they aren’t
the only ones. Several Fort Gordon Soldiers are going out to Harlem
to assist in the project, even though most of them don’t know
Wallace.

“The Army is a brotherhood,” said volunteer Sgt. Major Victor
Fernandez, 447th Signal Battalion. “This is the reality of our job.

Soldiers help veteran build new home
You can be hurt. You could be maimed, but your brothers in arms
will be there to help you out.”

Most of the Soldiers volunteering their time aren’t construction
workers, but Fernandez says when it comes to assisting a fellow
Soldier in need, that doesn’t matter.

“Being here helps reinforce the Army values and the warrior
ethos. We may not build houses professionally, but we want to
contribute in any way we can, even if it’s just holding tools or
moving boards.We are more than grateful for the opportunity to
contribute, to show Sgt. Wallace how much he is appreciated and
hasn’t been forgotten. We take care of our people.”

Reed is impressed and grateful to the Soldiers who have come
out to help, all of whom are doing so on their own time.

“They weren’t assigned or ordered to be here, they just wanted
to help. They’ve been a great help. I don’t know what we’d do
without them,” he said.

Until the project is finished, Wallace and his Family are living in
temporary housing. He says he’s grateful for everything the Army
has done for him, and he can’t wait to move into his new home.

“The Fort Gordon command  really took care of me even though
I never served here,” Wallace said. “It just shows that once you’re
in the military, you’ll always be in the military. It’s a Family and it
takes care of its own.”

In addition to his continuing rehabilitation, Wallace has plans for
the future ranging from the big, he will compete in the paraolympics
next year, to the seemingly mundane.

“It doesn’t sound like much, but right now, I’m really looking
forward to the little things like cutting my own lawn,” he said.“I’m
excited to be spending time with my Family in our new home.”

For more information on Homes for our Troops visit them on
the Web at www.homesforourtroops.org.

have a documented or
potentially chronic medical or
special educational need and
are not already enrolled.

An exceptional Family
member is a Family member
with a physical, emotional,
developmental, or intellectual
disorder that requires special
treatment,  therapy,
education, training or

c o u n s e l i n g . T h e E F M P
provides workshops, support
groups, resource directories,
information and referral,
advocacy, Respite Care,
recreational and cultural
programs.

Enrollment in the program is
mandatory and allows
assignment managers at Army
personnel agencies to consider

the documented medical and
special educational needs of
the enrolled EFM during the
assignment process.

The enrollment must also be
updated every three years or
as the condition changes. For
more information about this
program call the EFMP
manager at (706) 791-3579/
4872.

FORT BELVOIR, Va.– The Department of Defense’s
premier law enforcement agency, the U.S. Army Criminal
Investigation Command, commonly known as Army CID,
is actively recruiting qualified Soldiers who are interested
in careers as highly-trained federal law enforcement offic-
ers.

Special agents with CID are responsible for investigat-

Criminal Investigation Division seeking candidates
ing felony-level crime where there is an Army nexus, con-
ducting protective-service operations, conducting counter-
narcotic operations, developing criminal intelligence, and work-
ing with other Federal, state and local law enforcement agen-
cies worldwide to solve serious crime.

To apply, contact your local CID office or go to
www.cid.army.mil for additional information.
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Note: Attendance at Fort Gordon’s movie
theater is strictly limited to authorized
Post Exchange patrons.

The  Signal Theater is open Thursday-Sunday. Shows
begin at 6:30 p.m. Admission is adults $4, children $2,
under age 5 free. For information call  (706) 791-3982.

May 1 to May 3

Friday - I Love Your Man (R)

Saturday -Race to Witch Mountain (PG)

Sunday - Race to Witch Mountain (PG)

Sunday -  Closed for Easter

Plant Swap
All are welcome to attend the

12th Annual Pendleton King
Park’s Plant Swap and Sale to
find new plants and pick up
gardening wisdom from 9 a.m.
to noon May 2 at the Franke
Pavilion at Pendleton King
Park. The park is located at
1600 Troupe St.

The free event allows
participants to share plants
and trade with other gardeners.
Master gardeners will be
selling plants to fund improve-
ment projects at Pendleton
King Park.

Anyone who wishes to take
part and sell their own plants
or garden related items is
welcome to attend. There is no
entry fee, but you will need to
bring tables or other display
items. The park will be open
from 8 a.m. for those wishing
to set up displays.

The plant Swap and Sale is a
cooperative effort of the
Augusta Area Master Garden-
ers, park volunteers and the
Pendleton King Park Founda-
tion.

Call Kay Mills at (706) 738-
4321 for more information.

Sergeant Audie
Murphy Club
The Fort Gordon Sergeant

Audie Murphy Club meets
from noon to 1 p.m. the first
Wednesday of each month at
the Gordon Club. All Sergeant
Morales and Sgt. Audie
Murphy Club members,
Command Sergeants Major
and Sergeants Major are
encouraged to attend the
monthly meetings.

For more information contact
Staff Sgt. Daniel Efthimiou at
(706) 791-3874.

Sergeants Major
Association’s
Scholarships program
The Fort Gordon Sergeants

Major Association kicked off its
annual scholarship award
essay competition April 13.
High school seniors who are
interested in competing for the
award can obtain a scholarship
essay packet from Army
Community Services located
in Room 224, Darling Hall, or
by logging onto
www.sergeantsmajor.com.
Click on SMA Essay Competi-
tion to obtain an electronic
copy of the essay packet.
Print it out and follow the
instructions.

In order to compete for the
award, applicants must
complete and mail in their
essay no later than May
31. Applicants must be a
high school senior and
scheduled to graduate
during the 2009 spring/
summer school year.

Applicant’s parents do not
have to be affiliated with the
military or with the Fort Gordon
Sergeants Major Association.

For more information contact
Command Sgt. Maj. Arthur
Washington at (706) 791-2519,
Vanessa Stanley at (706) 791-
3579 or retired Command Sgt.
Maj. Al Steele at (706) 793-
7762.

Military Spouses
Appreciation Day
Fort Gordon’s Army Com-

munity Service office is
hosting a week long program
to celebrate Military Spouses
Appreciation Day which
kicks off 9 a.m. May 4 with a
Fun Walk at the amphithe-
ater on Barton Field. Strollers
are welcome at the walk.
This celebration continues
through May 8 with a differ-
ent activity scheduled each
day.

Lifetime Fitness is being
featured from 10 a.m. to noon
May 5 at the Gordon Fitness
Center on Barnes Avenue. A
Financial seminar is sched-
uled from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
May 5 at the Family Out-
reach Center, located behind
the post library. Come out
and learn basic maintenance
at the Car Smart Workshop
which is being held from 10
a.m. to noon May 7 at the
Auto Skills Shop, Building
29300, on 30th Street off
Lane Avenue on post. A
caking cutting ceremony,
puppet show for the children,
and lots of prizes will be the
attractions during the final
day of the celebration from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. May 8 at the
Balfour Beatty Communities
Building located on Third
Avenue.

Each event will feature lots
of prizes. Child care is
available at each event, but
spaces are limited. Call
Kathleen Duncan at the
Child Development Center,
(706) 791-1305 to reserve a
space for your child. For
more information about
these upcoming events call

ACS at (706) 791-1958 or
3579.

Comedy Show
Fort Gordon Dinner Theatre is

featuring “Unnecessary Farce,”
a hilarious new comedy by
Paul Slade Smith May  8, 9,
15, 16, 21, 22 and 23. Dinner is
at 7:30 p.m. and show is at 8
p.m. Due do some adult humor
and language this play is not
recommended for children.
Show only is $22; dinner plus
show is $37 for civilians, $35 for
seniors (65 years old and
older), military retirees,
Department of the Army
Civilians, $35, active duty in the
rank of E-6 and below, $27; and
active duty E-7 and above, $35.

For more information or to
make reservations call (706)
793-8552.

Blues, BBQ and
Brews
Electric Voodoo, a local

Blues band, will perform
starting at 7 p.m. May 1 at
the Columbia Amphitheater.
This is a free event..

For more information call
(706) 312-7192 or visit
www.columbiacountyga.gov

Thrift Shop
Looking for a stunning, but

inexpensive prom dress?
Check out the Fort Gordon
Thrift Shop, located at
Building 39102, Brems
Barracks area at Avenue of
the States and 40th Street,
behind the Post Exchange.
The shop is open from 9:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays and is run by the
Fort Gordon Service Club for
the benefit and use of all
military and civilian person-
nel on post.

For more information call
(706) 791-2779.

2009 Great American
Clean up
Join “Keep Columbia

Great American Clean up” from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. May 2 at
Goodale Park in Grovetown, Ga.

Volunteers are needed! In-kind
donations of white paint, treated
lumber for bench and picnic
table repairs, paint brushes,
trash bags and flowers are also
needed.

For more information or to sign
up call Jenny Hinton at (706)
312-7195 or Renee Gavlinski at
(706) 860-7691.

New art exhibit opens

The Morris Museum of Art,
located at 1 Tenth Street in
Augusta, opens the “Southern
Eccentric: Painting by
Connatser” May 2.  It runs
through Aug. 16. The late Larry
Connatser is one of Georgia’s
most renowed comtemporary
artists, according to the
museum’s news release.This is
the first time that the Morris has
exhibited a selection from its
holdings of hundreds of works of
art by Connatser.

Also at the museum is the
“Toddler Time: Learn about
Larry” from 10 to 11 a.m. May
7. View Connatser’s colorful
paintings and create your own
dot masterpiece. Museum
Family members and parents
admitted free; nonmembers,
$4 per participant. Registra-
tion is required for this
program.

View paintings by Connatser
and create an acrylic dot
painting at the “Family Artbreak:
Dot Paintings” program from 2
to 3:30 p.m. July 19. This
program is open to children 6
and older and their Families.
Registration is required by July
15. Museum Family members
pay $6; nonmembers pay $7
per person.

For more information call (706)
724-7501.
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Pharr said the photographer, who
documented the Golden Knights’
jump, kept him distracted during the
free fall. And Abeln tried to keep
Pharr’s nerves at bay.

“I told him to keep talking to me,”
said Pharr who realized something
was wrong in his January jump when
Steele stopped talking.

Pharr said he’s glad he made the
second jump, but he doesn’t think
he’ll try for Airborne school or use
those free jumps at the school in
Chester where Steele worked.

“If the Golden Knights said ‘Do
you want to go again?’ I would think
about it,” he said.

(Editor ’s note: The Golden
Knights will be among the military
units performing during the Thunder
Over Augusta military salute down-
town Augusta on May 16.)

After a successful jump Pfc. Daniel Pharr, 297th Military Intelligence
Battalion, discusses the experience with his instructor Sgt. Joe Abeln, at
the drop zone in Laurinburg, N.C. on April 21.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Eric Heinsheimer

Jumps
from page 1

U.S. Army Medical Command Public Affairs

Q.  Is the vaccine Soldiers received in 1976 still good?
A.  The Swine Influenza seen in this outbreak has not been

previously detected in pigs or humans. The 1976 vaccine was
made against a different strain of influenza and would not pro-
tect against this one.

Q.  What plans do hospitals have in case of a breakout?
A.  Military and civilian hospitals have emergency response

plans for mass casualty situations and epidemics. The military
health system developed these plans to deal with emerging dis-
eases, such as pandemic influenza, and are coordinated with
the civilian system to ensure close cooperation with the civil
authorities.

Q.  Who is most vulnerable to infection or death?
A.  Influenza typically is most dangerous for the very old or

very young. According to the World Health Organization Website,
the majority of these cases have occurred in otherwise healthy
young adults. As more is learned about this particular outbreak,
there will be more information on who is most vulnerable to
this infection.

Q.  Have any Soldiers or other Army patients been in-
fected?

A.  We are aggressively monitoring any Soldiers hospitalized
for influenza-like illnesses. To date, there have been no confirmed
cases of Swine Influenza in any Soldiers or in any patients in
Army hospitals.

Q.  What is the Army doing as far as education and pre-
vention?

A.  The Army is working closely with the rest of the Depart-
ment of Defense and with the Department of Health and Human
Services to provide a coordinated response to this outbreak.

Q.  Will the flu shot provided in Fall 2008 protect people
from strain of influenza?

A.  This Swine Influenza strain is different than the human
strains that were used in creating the vaccine in 2008. Therefore,
we would not expect any protection from the vaccine for this
particular strain. The vaccine will protect against the commonly
occurring strains of human influenza.

Q.  Why do 20 infections constitute an emergency or an
epidemic?

A.  This is from the HHS Website:
The Department of Health and Human Services issued a nationwide

public health emergency declaration in response to recent human infec-
tions with a newly discovered swine influenza A (swine flu) virus. The
formal declaration of a Public Health Emergency is a tool that facilitates

HHS’ preparation and mobilization for disasters and emergencies.  For
example, PHEs were recently declared for flooding in North Dakota,
the Inauguration, and several 2008 hurricanes.

The recent declaration, made under section 319 of the Public Health
Service Act, will help HHS prepare for prevention and mitigation ac-
tivities by enabling Food and Drug Administration emergency use au-
thorizations of drugs, devices, or medical tests under certain circum-
stances. Specifically,  the PHE will enable the FDA to review and issue
emergency use authorizations for the use of certain laboratory tests to
help detect the newly discovered strain of influenza and for the emer-
gency use of certain antivirals.

“HHS is taking these steps today to be proactive in responding to
this new influenza virus by offering national tools in support of com-
munity-led preparedness and response efforts,” Acting HHS Secre-
tary Charles Johnson said.  “The declaration allows us the flexibility,
while we learn more about the virus and its impact in the United States,
to take additional steps to fully mobilize our prevention, treatment and
mitigation capabilities should those actions become necessary.”

Swine influenza frequently asked questions
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Feedback... By Bonnie Heater

What is your physical fitness routine?

IKE’S HEALTH NET
Brig. Gen. Donald Bradshaw
Commanding General

D D E A M C

In the morning I per-
form 200 to 500 sit ups
and run 2 to 3 miles
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. At lunch time I lift
free weights and I use the
Nautilus equipment....

Maj. Leo McGee
324th Integrated

Tactical Signal Battalion
U.S. Army Reserve

Normally I do cardio.
I work out for 30
minutes on the elliptical
machine then I use
Nautilus machines.
Daily I do 150 sit ups
on the incline bench.

Staff Sgt.
Kimberly Fettig

U.S.  Army Reserve

Monday and Wednes-
day I work chest, shoulders
and triceps. Tuesday and
Thursday I work my legs,
shoulders, back and I do
cardio. I run 30 minutes on
the treadmill and 30
minutes on elliptical
machine...

1st Lt. Lamarr Howell
DDEAMC

I work out six times a
week and I work a differ-
ence muscle group each
day.

Sgt. 1st Class
Norberto Rodriguez
442nd Signal Battal-

ion

I work nights so I com-
plete Army physical fitness
training from 8:30 to 9:30
a.m. four times a week.
Five times a week I do
cardio, muscular endur-
ance and strength training
at the Fort Gordon Fitness
Center.

Staff Sgt. Duane Stewart
Company A,

447th Signal Battalion

I work three days
on; one day off.  I
work the chest and
legs the first day, the
back the second day,
and shoulders and
arms the third day...

Spc. Leo Khajekian
DDEAMC

Jennifer Chipman
DDEAMCPublic Affairs

Officer

In order to better serve
the health and readiness
needs of the Fort Gordon
community, Dwight D.
Eisenhower Army Medical
Center‘s Preventive
Medicine department has
opened the first dedicated
Hearing Conservation
Clinic on post. The new
clinic is located in Building
38718 on Academic Drive.

The clinic is designed
to provide Soldiers their
annual hearing test,
annual hearing briefing
and hearing protection
fitting. The clinic is open
to active duty Soldiers,
Department of Defense
civilians, and mobilized
National Guard and
Reserve Soldiers who are
eligible to receive care
under TRICARE, and
also provide pre and post
deployment care.

Hearing tests required
for physical exams will
still be provided at the
Connelly Clinic.

“This new clinic will
allow us to see up to 48
Soldiers a day, five days
at week from 7 a.m. until
3:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday,” said

Dedicated hearing conservation clinic opens

To submit questions or suggest article topics, send e-mail to: ikeshealthnet@amedd.army.mil

Jonathon Jay, clinic supervi-
sory health technician.
“Before we opened our new
clinic we were only able to

Directions: From Gate 1 proceed up Chamber-
lain Avenue, immediately before the Soldier
Support Center make a left onto Kilbourne
Avenue.  Continue on Kilbourne (which will turn
into Brainard) through the four-way stop and
make a left onto 38th Street.  Turn right on
Academic Drive.  Building 38718 is located
across the street from the Family Life Center.

offer these services two
mornings and one after-
noon a week in a borrowed
booth in the Connelly
Clinic.”

Appointments at the
Hearing Conservation Clinic
may be made during normal
operational hours and may be
made for one person or an
entire unit. The clinic is
currently staffed with one
supervisory health tech and
one audiology health tech. If
you call the clinic during duty
hours and get no answer,
please stay on the line and
leave your contact informa-
tion on the answering ma-
chine. Someone will return
your call within one business
day. If you would like to
schedule an appointment or
would like more information
on the clinic, call (706) 787-
1200 or (706) 787-1209.

Commanding general hosts first
DDEAMC retiree town hall meeting
KathleenHaskell

M a r k e t i n g
Jonathon Jay, supervisory
health technician and Hayley
Clark look over the results of
a patient's hearing test.

Photo by Jennifer Chipman

On April 18 Brig. Gen. Donald Bradshaw hosted his first
Retiree Town Hall meeting in the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Army Medical Center auditorium.  Joining him were a panel
of leaders from DDEAMC to answer questions and provide
information to the attending retirees.

The panel was comprised of the deputy commander from
each of DDEAMC’s three care lines, the chief, Family &
Community Medicine, the chief of Medicine, the chief of the
newly formed Specialty Care Coordination Center, the
TRICARE Beneficiary Services chief and a Humana
representative.

The town hall began with a few statements given by
Bradshaw on the mission of DDEAMC and specialty clinic
availability for use by retirees. Janis Whaley followed with
more detailed information on the Specialty Care Coordination
Center, how it works, and the phone numbers: (706) 787-0297
or (877) 667-5828.

The question and answer period between retirees and the
Eisenhower panel lasted nearly two hours. There were
positive comments and expressions of thanks along with
inquiries on how the specialty care coordination center works
with outside primary care doctors for referrals.

Monthly
Observances
Mental Health

Arthritis Awareness
Nurse Appreciation
DDEAMC Graduate

Medical & Professional
Graduation

DDEAMC
Calendar of events

AMEDD Regimental
Ball

May 1, Gordon
 Club

Spirit of
Nursing Showcase

May 1, Marriott
Riverwalk

Nurses’ Week
May 4-8

Residents Research
Day

May 18

(Left) Brig. Gen. Donald
Bradshaw (at podium)
along with a panel of
DDEAMC leaders communi-
cates with attendees at the
Retiree Town Hall meeting
April 18.

Photo by Kathleen Haskell
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Chapel Call
Collective Protestant Services

Sunday Worship

 9 a.m. Liturgical Service, Bicentennial Chapel

 9:30 a.m., Contemporary Worship Service, Friendship Chapel

10:30 a.m., Dwight D. Eisenhower Army Medical Center Chapel

Noon Faith Gospel Service, Good Shepherd Chapel

11 a.m., Bicentennial Chapel

11 a.m., Friendship Chapel

Catholic Services

Daily Mass, Mon-Fri, 11:45 a.m., EAMC Chapel

Mon, Wed, Fri, 11:30 a.m., Good Shepherd Chapel

Saturday, 4 p.m., Confessions, Good Shepherd Chapel

Saturday, 5 p.m., Vigil Mass, Good Shepherd Chapel

Sunday Masses

8:30 a.m., Good Shepherd Chapel

10 a.m., Good Shepherd Chapel

11:45 a.m., DDEAMC Chapel

Jewish Activities

Holy Day, Sabbath, and Daily Services available off post

Point of Contact Jonathan Shoenholz, (706)787-1353

Islamic Services

Jumah (Friday) Prayer Services, Islamic Activities Center

Building 38804 Academic Drive

Oct-Apr 12:45-1:30 p.m.  Apr-Oct, 1:15-1:45 p.m.

Retired CPO Marshall Abuwi (706) 772-4303 (Leave a message)

Denominational Services

LDS Service, Sunday 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m., Friendship Chapel

LDS Representative is Ralph Wright (706) 364-6297

Wiccan/Pagan Service, Sunday 2 p.m., Religious Support Office

(706) 868-8781

Religious Education

Children and Youth Classes

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., Protestant Sunday School, Religious Education

Center

Sunday, 11:30 a.m., Confraternity of Christian Doctrine Catholic and

Sacramental Preparation Religious Education Center

Wednesday, 7 p.m., Faith Gospel Classes, Religious Education Center

Youth Groups and Other Religious Education Programs, call (706)

791-4703

Adult Bible Studies

Sunday 9:30 a.m., Protestant Adult Studies, Religious Education Center

Sunday 11:30 a.m., Catholic “God and Coffee,” Religious Support

Office

Sunday 11:30 a.m., RCIA at Religious Support Office (706)791-4703

Tuesday 11:30 a.m., 116th MI GP, Conference Room, Bldg 21720

Tuesday 11:30 a.m., 35th Sig Bde Study, Bicentennial Chapel

Tuesday Noon, DDEAMC Bible Study, Dining Facility, 3rd floor

Tuesday Noon, 513th MI, at Motor Pool Conference Room

Tuesday 7 p.m., Prot. Women of the Chapel, Bicentennial

Tuesday 7 p.m., Little Rock Study, Good Shepherd Chapel

Wednesday 11:30 a.m., Post-wide Study/Luncheon, Bicentennial

Wednesday 7:30 p.m., Discipleship Training, Friendship Chapel

Wednesday 7 p.m., Faith Gospel Services, Religious Education Center

Wednesday 7 p.m., LDS FHE, Religious Support Office

Thursday 9:30 a.m. Prot. Women of the Chapel, Bicentennial

Saturday, 1-5 p.m., LDS Inst/Fellowship, Religious Support Office

Monthly, Military Council of Catholic Women, Good Shepherd

For information on all services  programs:  (706) 791-5653

Chaplain (Capt.) Leonardo Rivera-Rivera
63rd Signal Battalion

I want to take a moment to tell a story that I hope
will  bless your life.

Open your head and your spirit to God and joy.
Churunel, a native Indian of Central America, was

the amazement of his entire village. His life had dra-
matically and radically changed from one of deprava-
tion, drunkenness and orgies, to one of satisfaction
and glowing happiness. He always told everyone the
story of his miraculous conversion and what Jesus,
the Son of God, had done for him.

One day a friend asked him, “Churunel, why do
you talk so much about Jesus?”  Churunel did not im-
mediately respond, but instead started picking up small
twigs, sticks, and dry leaves, and placing them in a
small circle. He then looked for a small worm and placed
him in the middle of the circle he had made. Without
saying a word, he struck a match and lit the little pile.
The fire quickly caught on the dry materials and spread
around the whole circle. The little worm, caught in the
middle, looked frantically for a way to escape, but of
course, there was none.

Finally, when the fire was burning nearer and
nearer, the intense heat made the little worm raise
its head in desperation trying to obtain more oxy-
gen.

In raising its head, it was as though the little worm
sensed its only salvation must come from above.
Then Churunel reached over and with his hand over
the flames extended his fingers to the worm. The
worm grasped the fingers, and the Indian lifted the
little worm to safety.

Churunel finally spoke. “This is what Jesus did for
me. I was bound by the forces of sin and doomed to
eternal damnation, but Jesus leaned towards me and
extended His hand.  All I had to do was grasp His hand
firmly, and He lifted me from the midst of the flames.
That is why I can’t stop talking to everyone about
what Christ has done for me.”

Churunel’s life and his illustration with the worm
is a perfect picture of what Christ can do for all
men.  We who have tasted the goodness of the Lord,
and know of the grace given to us, should not hesi-
tate to share with everyone the story of our own
conversion. In fact, our gratitude should be such
that, like Churunel, we can’t stop talking about Jesus
and all that He has done for us.

I recommend reading 1 Peter/1 Chr. 16:23/Ps. 71:8/
Acts 1:8; 26:16-18. 3:15.

This is the beautiful world in this time. Thank you
for reading and meditating in this moment. Thank God
for blessing your life and your Family.

Charmain Z. Brackett
C o r r e s p o n d e n t

At the cusp of World War II, Viktor Frankl had a bright and
promising future.

Handsome and brilliant, Frankl was a young doctor who could
see Adolf Hitler’s plans to invade his country. Rather than flee
to the safety of a country such as the United States, he stayed

The thundershower season brings more than wind and rain.
Lightning strikes are a common and severe consequence of these
storms. Nearby lightning strikes often cause power surges that
may damage household electronic equipment.

The damage to household electronic equipment caused by
power surges due to lightning is not payable through the Army
claims process.

Residents of on-post quarters should protect their electron-
ics by using surge protectors, uninterruptible power supplies,
or by simply unplugging sensitive electronic equipment during a
storm. (If you unplug your equipment, remember to unplug the
cable from your TV and not just the power cord.)

Lightning that actually strikes your quarters or an object at-
tached to your quarters, however, is an entirely different issue.
Damage from an actual lightning strike on your quarters or an
attached object such as a power transformer may be covered
by the Army’s claims process. In such cases, after you have
immediately notified the fire department, you should call the
claims office at (706) 791-3630 or 791-3822.

Life changing witnessbehind not knowing his exact fate, but sure it would be a diffi-
cult one.

The Nazis would strip his Family of all their possessions and
send them to concentration camps.

“He stayed with his Family in the death camps, where his
parents and young bride died,” said Michael Ryan, The Augusta
Chronicle’s editorial page editor, who has written a novel about
Frankl called The Last Freedom. Ryan was the guest speaker at
the April 23 Days of Remembrance for Victims of the Holocaust
at Alexander Hall.

As he marched into the death camps, Frankl held a saying of
his father close to his heart, Ryan said.

“Something his father said was ‘We will be ever cheerful for
God will help us,’” Ryan said.

The Nazis took everything from Frankl except his dignity and
will to live.

Frankl would write a book about his experiences in concen-
tration camps called Man’s Search for Meaning. By  the time of
Frankl’s death in 1997, it had sold more than 24 million copies
and is considered by the Library of Congress as one of the Top
10 most important books of all time.

During the most difficult times in the concentration camp,
Frankl would imagine himself in his future speaking to others
about his experiences and how he overcame them.

He emerged from the war “taller, stronger and wiser with
even more hope than before. He taught us all we need to know
about man that life has unconditional meaning under any and
every circumstance until you take your last breath. This belief
separates us from the animals,” Ryan said.

Holocaust Remembrance Day was April 21. The United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum designated “Never Again: What
You Do Matters” as the theme of the annual observance.

Ryan said the Holocaust teaches everyone “not to stand silent
in the face of injustice.”

He said people must be “response able” meaning they must
respond as well as possible to what life brings them.

Frankl said “instead of asking what life can do for us, ask
what life is expecting from us. Life does the asking not you.”

Holocaust victims remembered

Petty Officer 1st Class Michael Bostic of the Center for
Information Dominance Learning Site lights a candle
during the April 23 Holocaust Remembrance Ceremony
at Alexander Hall.

Photo by Charmain Z. Brackett

Robin Brown
Atlanta Veterans Affairs Medical

Center

With today’s economic
challenges, many people are
looking for work. One advan-
tage veterans have is there’s
help available, especially for
those seeking employment
within the Department of Vet-
eran Affairs.

Nearly 200,000 service
members separate from the
military to reenter the civilian
workforce each year. As an
initiative to continue support-
ing and honoring the service
of heroes, the department es-
tablished the Veteran Employ-
ment Coordination Service.
The VECS staff helps to at-
tract, recruit and assist in the
hire of veterans into VA, par-
ticularly the most severely in-
jured service members return-
ing from the Global War on
Terror.

The VECS program was
established in 2008 and offers
10 regional offices to advocate
on behalf of veterans. It pro-
vides a host of hands-on ser-
vices to assist those seeking
employment in the VA; help
them avoid many of the com-
mon mistakes applicants make
when applying for Federal em-
ployment; assist veterans in
measuring existing competen-
cies by assessing military oc-
cupational qualifications, skills
and experience; and serve as
coaches, case managers and
one-on-one peer counselors to
assist them in adjusting to their
new work environment.

Veterans comprise approxi-
mately 30 percent of VA’s
287,000 employees, and 8 per-
cent are service-connected
disabled veterans, according to
the VA Web site. The VA also
ranks first among non-de-
fense agencies in the hiring of
disabled veterans; second only
to the Department of Defense
in overall number of veterans.

The most frequent question
human resource specialists
hear from applicants is, ‘How
can I use my veteran prefer-
ence?’

Veterans who are disabled
and served on active duty dur-
ing specified time periods or in
military campaigns are entitled
to preference over others in
hiring, according to the Veter-
ans’ Preference Act of 1944.

“When applying for a merit
promotion announcement, vet-
erans can apply because of their
status as a veteran,” explained
John Walker, a human re-
sources specialist with the At-
lanta VA Medical Center. “Oth-
erwise, the announcement may
only be open to current federal
civilian employees. The veteran
still must meet the qualifications
for the job.

Veteran preference comes
into play when veterans apply
for a position that is processed
through a delegated examining
unit.

“Those jobs are open to the
public,” Walker said.  “After re-
viewing the qualifications, the
DEU assigns points to that ap-
plication.  The veteran’s pref-
erence gives those applications
additional points, based on the
disability rating.”

Under the Veteran Recruit-
ment Appointment, veterans
may be appointed at various
ranks within the general sched-
ule or wage grade system, he
said.

The online recruiting and ap-
plication process can seem im-
personal and foreign to some
servicemembers. A job applica-
tion is far different than the per-
sonnel action request veterans
may have used on active duty.
Reading the entire announce-
ment, preparing the resume and
answering the knowledge, skills
and abilities portion is the first
part of job hunting.

 “That’s our hardest hurdle:
self evaluation,” said Annette
Taylor, Regional VECS coordi-
nator. “It’s different from the

care they received in uniform.
In service, the service mem-
bers’ reputation normally pre-
ceded them. After they were
trained, their service records
were screened to ensure the
right person was prepared and
selected for that job; then, he
or she received orders for that
assignment. We don’t have that
luxury here. Service members
have to learn to sell themselves
on paper before the interview
process can begin, and we are
here to help.”

Walker chimed in, “We op-
erate on a merit system that says
you have to be qualified before
you can work at the VA. Hav-
ing a job similar to what the
duties require may not be
enough. Having a veteran pref-
erence allows the application to
be processed, but applicants
still must meet the minimum
qualification, have certifications
and credentials.”

Like most human resource
personnel, Walker takes the
time to thoroughly access an
application packet, Taylor re-
marked. “Veterans sometimes
feel frustrated,” Walker said,
“because they say they felt like
a number and not a person dur-

ing the application process. I
don’t want them to feel like that
when applying at the VA. I take
the one-on-one approach in
helping them present the best
packet possible.”

It’s an honorable act; how-
ever, with Atlanta housing nearly
300,000 applicants and some-
times half of those are veterans,
time is the restraint. Veterans
have a filter and resources with
the VECS program.

“We help alleviate issues in
getting the application through
processing, so human re-
sources can do its job for
speedier placements,” Taylor
explained.

The VA is trying hard to
make the transition from uni-
form to civilian service
smooth. VECS personnel pro-
vide classes to active duty and
reserve military units, Veteran
Services Organizations, and
any stakeholders that wish to
have information on career ser-
vices for Department of Veter-
ans Affairs career placement.

“We want to give veterans
information about their benefits
and resources even before the
decision is made to leave the
military,” Taylor said.

(Left) Annette Taylor, Regional Veterans Employment
Coordination Service coordinator, talks with John Walker
a Human Resources specialist at the Atlanta Veterans
Affairs Medical Center, about potential VA employees
during a recent meeting.

Regional recruiters help disabled
veterans find Veteran Affairs jobs

Courtesy photo

Some lightning damage covered

Courtesy photo

Youth Challenge Academy students display a
check for $1,500 from Augusta South Rotary for
scholarships.

Scholarship
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Charmain Z. Brackett
C o r r e s p o n d e n t

Celebrate National Astronomy Day at the
area’s planetarium.

Family Earth and Sky Night will be at the
DuPont Planetarium at the University of South
Carolina Aiken’s Ruth Patrick Science Educa-
tion Center beginning at 7 p.m. May 2.

“A variety of hands-on activities will be avail-
able from 7 to 9:30 to help people understand
the wonders of earth and space science. Many
activities will have materials you can take home
with you, and live animals such as snakes, turtles,
alligators, and the barred owl will be on display,”
according to John Hutchens, the science
center’s special programs director. There will
be special planetarium shows at 7, 8, 9 and 10
p.m.For more information call the science cen-
ter at (803) 641-3313.

Around town

Celebrate astronomy

Charmain Z. Brackett
C o r r e s p o n d e n t

Slamming doors, mistaken
identities, amorous antics and a
kilt-wearing killer are just a few
plot elements in Fort Gordon Din-
ner Theatre’s upcoming produc-
tion of Unnecessary Farce.

Police set up a sting operation
in a cheap hotel in a room adja-
cent to where an embezzling
mayor and his accountant are
locked in, and that’s where the
comedy begins.

“This is the most fun I’ve had
in a long time,” said John Gary
Pullen, who plays the kilt-wear-
ing assassin, Todd.

Todd has a short fuse and a
thick Scottish brogue. The mad-
der he gets the harder it becomes
to understand him.

Pullen, who has appeared in
numerous dinner theater shows,
said he’d never done a Scottish
accent before and found it a bit of
a challenge.

He listened to a diction CD as
well as did a little channel surfing.
He watched a film with Robert
Duval and Michael Keaton called

(From left) John Gary Pullen is a gun-toting Scot. Ted
Newton is a nervous policeman. Avery Villines is an
amorous accountant in Fort Gordon’s upcoming
performance of Unnecessary Farce.

A Shot at Glory about a Scottish
soccer team.

“Robert Duval has an awe-
some Scottish accent. I repeated
everything he said,” Pullen said.

Many of the actors in the en-
semble cast have worked together
in prior shows.

Ted Newton is another Fort
Gordon Dinner Theatre veteran.

“It’s fun getting on stage with
people you know,” said Newton,
who plays police officer Eric
Sheridan and finds himself in some
steamy situations with accountant
Karen Brown played by Avery
Villines, who has performed in nu-
merous dinner theater shows.

“This just came at a perfect time
in my life,” said Villines, who

added she needed fun and laugh-
ter after facing some tough per-
sonal situations.

Because of adult situations and
language, Unnecessary Farce is
not recommended for children.

Unnecessary Farce is sched-
uled for performances on May 8,
9, 15, 16, 21, 22 and 23. Dinner
begins at 7 p.m. followed by the
show at 8 p.m.

Tickets are $37 for civilians,
$35 for retirees, Department of the
Army civilians, retirees and active
duty E7 and above, $27 for active
duty E6 and below and $22 for
the show only.

For more information call (706)
793-8552 or visit
www.fortgordon.com.

Other events over the weekend include the
Augusta Canal’s Moonlight Music Cruise Se-
ries, which kicks off at 7 p.m. May 1.

Keith Gregory will perform rock and blues
during the concert in a Petersburg boat ride along
the Augusta Canal.

The spring and fall series features a variety
of artists playing an array of musical styles in-
cluding Celtic, jazz, gospel and bluegrass.

The musical cruise costs $24. For more in-
formation call (706) 823-0440.

The 12th annual Pendleton King Park Plant
Swap and Sale will be from 9 a.m. to noon at
the park at 1600 Troupe St.

Members of Augusta’s Master Gardeners
will be on-hand to answer gardening questions
as well as sell plants to raise money for im-
provement projects at the park.

For more information call Kay Mills at (706)
738-4321.

Photo by Charmain Z. Brackett

Dinner Theatre farce fun filled
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The Service
Member of the 2nd
Quarter is Spc.
Joshua Salois,
Company A, 206th
Military Intelligence
Battalion. Salois
has taken the extra
steps needed to
stand out among
his peers and do the
best he can.

He has taken
the initiative to find
out as much infor-
mation as possible
and take the actions

Quarterly awards

Staff Sgt.
C h r i s t i a n
Railsback,  Com-
pany B, 202nd
Military Intelli-
gence Battalion,
is the Noncom-
missioned Of-
ficer of the 2nd
Q u a r t e r .
Railsback serves
as a counterintel-
ligence special
agent and is
originally from
Dallas, Texas. He
currently works

The Instruc-
tor of the 2nd
Quarter of fiscal
year 2009 is
Staff Sgt.
T h e l o n i o u s
Walker, assigned
to Company B,
447th Signal
B a t t a l i o n .
Walker has
spent many
hours, including
his personal
time, mentoring
students at the
academy as well

Service Member of the Quarter

Staff Sgt. Thelonius Walker

NCO of the Quarter

Civilian of the Quarter

Instructor of the Quarter

Volunteer of the Quarter

Staff Sgt. Christian Railsback Spc. Joshua Salois

needed to develop as a Soldier, and a leader as advances in
his military career. Salois said he joined the Army for the
opportunity to serve his country and to follow in his Family’s
tradition.

with warrant officers and officers in his unit to train and
deploy Soldiers to strategic counterintelligence assign-
ments. Railsback has served in the Army for almost five
years and is an outstanding NCO that always gets the
task done without complaints.  He mentored and helped
prepare two other NCOs to compete and win the 202nd
MI Battalion NCO of the quarter. Railsback also instructs
remedial physical training for Soldiers who are looking
to improve their physical fitness score to 80 percent in
each category.

as students in his company. He is considered a subject
matter expert in his knowledge of Information Systems
and Networks. Walker says he enjoys being an instruc-
tor and makes it his personal mission to ensure that the
trainees understand the lessons. He is a team player that
often assists his coworkers when they have questions
in technical or procedural matters. Walker helps them
find the answer and makes sure they understand as well
as where to go in the future for reference. Originally
from Charlotte, N. C., he has been stationed at Fort
Gordon for over two years.

Vicki Wingo

The Civilian
of the 2nd
Quarter is Vicki
Wingo, Direc-
torate of Con-
tracting office
p u r c h a s i n g
agent. Wingo is
responsible for
the successful
operation of the
directorate’s
credit card pro-
gram which
supports all ac-
tivities within
Fort Gordon,

Monica Mahoney

ROTC/JROTC units and affiliated tenants.  Wingo has
displayed outstanding qualities in duty performance, at-
titude and courtesy as a purchasing agent.

M o n i c a
Mahoney, Volun-
teer of the 2nd
Quarter, is a vol-
unteer with the
E i s e n h o w e r
Army Medical
Center’s Ameri-
can Red Cross.
Mahoney shows
her professional-
ism and dedica-
tion to duty ev-
eryday. She is
willing to come in
and open the of-
fice early when
others have been unavailable and most often works five
days a week. Mahoney has also come into the office to
ensure that it can remain open to serve the Fort Gordon
community. She is entrusted with the complete day-to-day
operations of the office.
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Bonnie Heater
Signal staff

Since Fort Gordon Commissary’s $5 million renovation project kicked off August
2008 patrons have exhibited patience as upgrades to the facility take place.  One of
the expected upgrades is to the heating, air and ventilation system in the store.

The [old] chillers have been removed, according to Vicki Walker, the assistant store
director. “The fans in the store are operational, but air conditioning will not be available
in the store until about the third week of May,” she said. That’s when we expect the
new coolers as well as the heating, air and ventilation for the store to be replaced.

Renovations are moving along as planned for the most part, according to John Siddell,
the Fort Gordon Commissary director. “All of our produce, meat, deli and dairy cases
are in and running,” he said. But there’s still quite a bit to be done before the completion
of the project which is expected by mid August.

The cheese and freezer cases on aisles 13 and 14 have been removed, according to
Demetria Pollard, the commissary‘s general manager in the grocery department. “Two
weeks from today [April 21] our contractor, Nelson Refrigeration, will be placing new
freezers with end caps equipped with doors and adding deep coffin freezers in aisles 13
and 14,” said Pollard. The same will take place in aisle 12 and the rest of aisle 13
around mid-May.

Renovations to the patrons’ restroom have also experienced some delay due to an
engineering problem regarding the supporting steel beam located above the entrance to
the restroom, according to Siddell.

 “We are waiting for the engineers to come up with a better steel design for the
restrooms,” said John Martin, the Fort Gordon Commissary project superintendent for
Nelson Refrigeration.

“We expect the latrines will be completed by the end of May,” Martin explained. “We
are adding new ceramic flooring and walls. New lighting, fixtures and commodes will
also be installed. The ladies’ restroom will have been expanded to accommodate three
stalls instead of two.

“The men’s facility will have a urinal and two stalls instead of just the one,” added
the construction superintendent.

“In addition, we plan to remove the old floor tile in the main shopping area,” Martin
said. The floor tiles will be removed two aisles at a time. We plan on placing the new
tile flooring beginning mid to late May.

Signs are posted indicating where grocery items have been moved during the up-
grading of our facility, Pollard said. “If you are looking for a particular product and
can’t find it, please ask any member of our staff. We will be glad to assist you.”

“I believe our patrons will like the improvements we are making once it’s complete,”
Pollard added.

Patrons are reminded that the semi-annual case sale is slated for May 1 and 2 in the
front of the commissary located at the Third Avenue by-pass.

Commissary renovation faces difficulties

Photo by Bonnie Heater

During renovations the cheese and freezer cases on aisles 13 and 14 of the commisary
have been removed. Work continues on the $5 million renovation project.

Spc. Siriwan Mobley
Signal staff

Army Community Service teamed up with Augusta
State University for the annual “Take Back the Night”
rally April 23 on the Maxwell Performing Arts Center
Lawn.

This is the 13th Annual Rally for ASU, and every year
the University teams up with Rape Crisis and other vic-
tims advocate centers, such as the Family Advocacy Pro-
gram at Fort Gordon.

Shannon Nix, campus chair of Take Back the Night,
said, “The focus of the rally is to raise awareness, pro-
mote prevention of sexual assault, and to decrease the
number of assaults in the area.”

The Army Community Service provided safety hand-
outs and contact information.

Army Community Service helps raise sexual assault awareness
Fort Gordon’s Victim Advocate, Grace Bagley said, “We

have been doing Take Back the Night for years. We share
a common cause with Rape Crisis and ASU [prevention];
it is good for us to support our local community.”

Each year, Take Back the Night displays hundreds of
T-shirts hung on a line, which represent the number of
children and adults who were seen by Rape Crisis in the
Emergency Room, Pediatric Clinic and Rape Crisis office.

Over the past 12 years, Rape Crisis has provided direct
services to 3,586 survivors, and provided prevention edu-
cation to over 249,995 people.

“If we can convince a nation to buckle up, we can con-
vince a nation to prevent sexual assault,” said Anne Henry,
executive director of Rape Crisis and Sexual Assault Ser-
vices.

According toRichmond County  police records, there
were over 213 aggravated assaults, 100 rapes, and 20 statu-

tory rapes; on Fort Gordon, there were three statutory rapes and 25
sexual assaults. These numbers indicate a steady increase of sexual
crimes in the community.

 “Sexual assault cases are difficult to prosecute, because they
are physically and emotionally challenging for the victim. The
challenge comes from the shame that is associated with sexual
assault. The stigma of the assault makes it harder for victims to
report to the police, go through physical examinations at the
hospital, and possibly confront their attackers in a court room
setting,” Ashley Wright, Augusta Judicial Circuit District Attor-
ney said. “We should look forward to those victims who come
forth, looking for the ability to heal.”

Awareness is for everyone not just survivors. These actions are
unacceptable and that is why Army Community Service is at this event,
said Bagley.

 “We are here to service the military community and their Family
members,” she said.
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Kristin Ellis and Russell
Zill
Army News Service

WASHINGTON —
Eleven days before Sgt. 1st
Class Tanya Colomathi was to
receive a kidney transplant,
the doctors at a civilian hos-
pital in Georgia told her the
donor was not the best match
and canceled the operation.

“I took that really hard,”
she recalled. “[It was] a pretty
hard fall.”

Eleven months later,
Colomathi came to Walter
Reed from Fort Gordon, Ga.,
for a kidney transplant from
a better match, friend and fel-
low Soldier, Spc. Rebecca
Brown. The day before the
April 16 surgery, Colomathi
described herself as, “elated,
relieved.” The two Soldiers
met about 15 months ago at
Fort Gordon, where
Colomathi works as an inves-
tigator for the Criminal Inves-
tigation Division and Brown
is a military police Soldier.

“We got close and she told
me her story, what she went
through with other [donors],”
Brown said. “I felt that if I
can help someone, then I
should...if she needed one,
more than I did, then I was
going to do what I could to
help her.”

“It’s not something she has
to do, she voluntarily is doing
it.” Colomathi said. “She
stepped up and did this when
I didn’t have Family members
that would do it. It puts her
in a class all by herself. I
couldn’t ask for a better per-
son to do it, I really couldn’t.”

About two years ago
Colomathi was diagnosed with
lupus nephritis after a routine
physical fitness test left her
with high blood pressure and
dizziness, followed by weeks
of fatigue and swelling in the
face. Her kidneys were fail-
ing, and she began dialysis
three times a week.

“I have never dealt with ill-
ness before, at least not at this
level. I was really worried,”
Colomathi said. “I’m the health
nut. I’m the one who never gets
sick.”

End-stage kidney disease is
when the kidney is no longer able
to do the job that it needs to do
to support the person, said Maj.
Stephen Olson, medical direc-
tor of the dialysis unit. The kid-
ney regulates electrolytes and
fluids and clears toxins from the
body, he said.

“It’s not painful at all,” Olsen
said. “There are no warning
signs until the vast majority of
the kidney function is gone.”

Eight or nine people came
forward to be tested as poten-
tial donors for the 32-year-old,
but none were the best candi-
date until Brown came forward.

“This is a little bit unique be-
cause we do a little less of those
that are military-to-military liv-

ing donor,” Olson said. “A per-
son with one kidney can go
on to have relatively normal
kidney function. We will fol-
low them over the course of
their lifetime, but we expect
them to have a full  and
healthy life. They can have a
full career in the military.”

Walter Reed is the only
transplant specialty center
within the Department of De-
fense. About one-third are
Army, the other two-thirds
come from the Navy, Air
Force, Coast Guard and Ma-
rine Corps. It’s also one of
the oldest programs, with the
first transplant in 1969, ac-
cording to Lt. Col. Edward
Falta, chief of Organ Trans-
plant Service.

“Our patients that we’re
transplanting are different
from our civilian community.
Your patient is going to be the
same person you see when

you deploy. They’re going to
be delivering your mail,
they’re going to be guarding
the front gate, they’re going
to be making sure your pay-
check arrives on time, they’re
going to be cooking meals,”
Falta said. “It’s your own
community you’re helping
with. You’re not going to say
goodbye when they get dis-
charged, you’re going to see
them all again.”

During the surgery, the do-
nor is brought to the operat-
ing room ahead of the recipi-
ent to prepare the kidney. The
surgical team doesn’t do any-
thing irreversible to the donor
until the recipient is brought
down and prepared. Brown’s
procedure was laproscopic,
so the kidney was brought out
through an incision on the bi-
kini line.

The two operating rooms
sit adjacent from each other.

Once the kidney is moved
from one to the other, the team
can re-implant the blood ves-
sel supply right away. The re-
cipient will stay in the hospital
for four or five days, and the
donor stays for about three.

“They take their time and
make sure everything is accu-
rate,” Brown said of the
Walter Reed doctors and
nurses. “They want to make
sure you have the best care
and the best doctors. They’re
very thorough.”

Colomathi agreed, “They
keep us informed. They don’t
keep us in the dark about any-
thing. No surprises.”

Olson explained that
Colomathi will be on anti-re-
jection medications for the
rest of her life. Education
and communication is key

between the doctor and pa-
tient.

“Part of the challenge is,
after a kidney transplant, to
keep their kidneys healthy,”
he said. “They are on drugs
that suppress their immune
system so it does not identify
and attack the kidney. We keep
track of them to ensure that
precious resource, the kidney,
is utilized for as long a period
as possible. Especially in the
circumstance of a living do-
nor where someone has made
a lifetime sacrifice.”

“I couldn’t go to sleep last
night,” Colomathi said the day
before the surgery. “It’s real.
Before it was just a date, now
we’re here.”

(Kristin Ellis and Russell
Zill write for the Stripe and
WRAMC-TV).

Fort Gordon Soldiers complete kidney transplant surgery

Photo by WRMC-TV

Sgt. 1st Class Tanya Colomathi undergoes dialysis treatment, April 15, with Spc. Rebecca
Brown at her side. Brown donated one of her kidneys, to her friend Colomathi, during an
April 16 procedure at Walter Reed Army Medical Center.
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Nick Spinelli
Signal staff

“Go! Go! Go!”
Three Soldiers move up to the door of a wooden shack.

The air around them is dense from the smoke grenades.The
sound of rifle fire cracks through the air; but through the
haze, there’s no telling where it’s coming from.Somewhere
nearby, two women are screaming for help.Upon entering
this hostile village, the squad broke up into teams, some to
quell the surrounding chaos and others, like the three by the
door, to complete the mission objective. On the outskirts of
the area, another group stands by, watching, observing.
They’ve seen enough.“End of action!” one yells.

The Soldiers relax and the enemy combatants put down
their weapons. Everybody moves off the staging area for
debrief. This is Fort Gordon’s Training Area 9, and these
Soldiers here have just finished the final evolution of Mer-
cury Fusion.

Mercury Fusion is the capstone of Signal’s Advanced In-
dividual Training, a requirement for all Signal Soldiers. For
six days, those participating move out to Forward Operating
Base Dunham where they live, work, eat and train, just as
they would in the field.

The students have to complete120 hours of classroom and
field activities covering control points, managing FOBs, in-
dividual training, range practice, live fire exercises and more,”
said Staff Sgt. James Lewellen, Mercury Fusion instructor.

For at least one participant, Pfc. Thomas Schaffer of 551st
Signal Battalion, the exercise provided a form of much-needed
“on the job training.”

“It’s been long and busy, but it gets you ready for the
field,” he said. “We went through the field exercise twice
and the first time, we had no idea what we were doing. You

learn it in the classroom, but the chaos and the adrenaline,
you’re not expecting it. My last few months have been ex-
clusively in a classroom. You can talk for hours about what
you should do, how you should clear a building, what to look
for on patrol, but until you actually experience it in a hands-
on, field environment, then you won’t actually know what to
expect or how to react.”

That’s why the instructors, many of whom have served
combat tours in Iraq and Afghanistan, believe they have a
responsibility to make the instruction as realistic as possible.

“It’s important we pass on what we know to the trainees.
You don’t want a football coach who never played the game.
At the same time, I think our experiences in combat, being
deployed make us well suited to teach these Soldiers the re-
ality of what they might face,” said Staff Sgt. Thomas Phelan,
Mercury Fusion instructor.

But why call it Mercury Fusion? Lewellen says the idea
came from Col. Mark Horoho, 15th Signal Brigade com-
mander.

“Col. Horoho came up with the name. In Roman mythol-
ogy, Mercury was the messenger of gods,” Lewellen ex-
plained. “Signal is the voice of the Army. We also call it Fu-
sion because this is when we bring together all the different
Military Occupational Specialties to work together.”

Lewellen also said the Fusion  describes how the deployed
Soldiers will see, experience, and adapt to different cultures
when they move on to their next duty assignments.

“Dealing with a different culture is an important part of
deployment,” he said. “To that end, during the training, we
take everything away from them, all the comforts they’re
used to and make them work together to do the job,” he said.
“We constantly change the situations and update the training.
This way, they’re better prepared for the realities of combat
than some of us were who didn’t have this.”

Mercury Fusion prepares Soldiers for combat

Soldiers detain a hostile combatant during a Mercury Fusion training exercise.

During Mercury Fusion, Soldiers practice the proper
techniques for entering an unsecured building.

Photos by Nick Spinelli

Proper search techniques, maintaining vigilance and situational awareness are
essential to mission success. That’s why Mercury Fusion instructors run Soldiers through
several different combat scenarios.

During Mercury Fusion, instructors stress that safety and following proper procedures
save lives in the field, especially  in combat situations. For example, when entering an
unsecured space, the Soldiers are taught to first check the door for booby traps, then
quickly enter the room, sweeping it for threats and securing the area.
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UPDATE

Gordon Lanes
Bowling Center
Summer leagues are now

forming at the Gordon Lanes
Bowling Center, located on
3rd Avenue in Building
33200, next to the Post
Exchange PXtra.

The center has 24 Ameri-
can Bowling Congress-
sanctioned bowling lanes,
automatic scores, a variety
of electronic video and
amusement machines, a full
service snack bar and the
“Kegler’s Lounge” sports
lounge featuring pool tables,
video games, volleyball
court, sports television and
beverage service.

The center’s hours of
operation are 9 a.m. to 11
p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 1 a.m.
Friday and Saturday and 11
a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday.

Gordon Lanes’ pro shop
offers a selection of more
than 300 bowling balls, 200
bowling bags and over 70
styles of bowling shoes.
Back by popular demand
and available until May 15 is
the manager’s special. Ball,
bag and shoes are only
$100.There’s no charge for
custom fit and drilling. See
Mark Bakke in the pro shop
for more details.

Bowling lessons are
available at Gordon Lanes.
Contact Terry Taul or Mark
Bakke at  (706) 791-3446 for
more information.

Welcome Home
Celebration
The Charlie Norwood

Veterans Administraion
Medical Center and the
Augusta GreenJackets are
co-sponsoring “Stand Up
For Our Veterans,” a
welcome home celebration
May 8 at the Lake
Olmstead Stadium, located
at 78 Milledge Road in
Augusta. Events kick off at
7 p.m. to honor our returning
Iraq and Afghanistan
veterans as well as all
veterans.

There will also be a tribute
to all military spouses. In
addition, it’s also “Super
Heroes Night.” Kids, your
favorite present day heroes
will be featured.

Cost is $6 for adults; $1 for
children 3 years old and
under.

For more information call
(706) 922-9467.

SCRA Annual Golf
Scramble
The Signal Corps Regi-

mental Association
Adolphus Greely Chapter
Annual Golf Scramble takes
place May 1 at the Gordon
Lakes Golf Course. Regis-
tration begins at 11 a.m..
Play begins at 12:30 p.m.
It’s an 18-hole shotgun
scramble captain’s choice -
four-person teams.

Entry fee is $45 per player;
$30 for Gordon Lakes Golf
Course members. It
includes: 18 holes of golf, a
cart and lunch. Payment will
be collected during registra-
tion May 1. Mulligan’s will
be sold at registration - 2 for
$5 or 5 for $10.

Prizes will be awarded for
1st, 2nd and 3rd place for
two flights, long drive and
closest to the pin.

There will be blind auctions
on Professional Golf
Association/Ladies Profes-
sional Golf Assocation golf
balls.

To ensure your team has
a spot, e-mail registration
forms early to Raven
Fuentes at event-
info@scra-agc.org.

Air Force 338th Training Squadron’s players Mike Davis, #5, and coach/player Jay Alston #13 springs forward to
rebound the ball off the glass. Air Force player Pedro Nunez #32 stays grounded waiting for the ball during the 2009
Battalion Basketball Championships game held April 22 at Gym 5.

Army basketball team defeats Air Force

Photo by Bonnie Heater

Bonnie Heater
Signal staff

The 2009 Battalion Basketball
Championships games are slowly
winding down for the season.

 Air Force 338th Training Squad-
ron [also known as the Dark
Knights] took on the Regimental
Noncommissioned Officer Acad-
emy April 22 in Gym 5.

RNCOA’s Tory Adams, #24,
emerged as the team’s leading scorer
after accumulating 17 points. Nick
Toler, #6, shot a three pointer in the
first half. Then in the second half he
shot a two pointer and aced two free
throws. William Prince, #45, accu-
mulated eight points for the acad-
emy. Academy’s Ricky Lane, #34,
shot a three pointer, made a success-
ful free throw and then shot a two
pointer in the first half. Gary
Hickson, #30, and the team’s coach,
added seven points to the team’s fi-
nal score while Eric Randall, #21,
shot a two pointer in the first and
second half of the game.

Dark Knights’ Coach, Jay Altson,
#13; Terrace Dixon, #3, and Trevor
Williams, #1, ended the game as the
team’s leading scorers. Each added
nine points to the team’s final score.

RNCOA won the game 49-35.
Immediately following the game

the 551st Signal Battalion [also
known as the Patriots] took on
Dwight D. Eisenhower Army Medi-
cal Center at Gym 5.

Everet Herriot, #5, the 551st lead-
ing scorer, accumulated 15 team
points. Jeremiah Sola, #35, shot a
two pointer plus a three pointer in
the first half then made a successful
free throw, shot a three pointer in
addition to  a pair of two pointers in
the second half. DDEAMC’s Show
Lewis, #2, emerged as the team’s
highest scorer after accumulating 13
game points for the night. Charles
Eatmon, #6, and the team’s Coach
Corey Puckett, #41, each added
eight points to the final score.
Johnnie Middleton, #0, aced two
free throws and shot a 2-pointer in
the second half.

Scott Williams, #20, successfully
made two free throws in the first
half. Donald Forte, #34, shot a three
pointer in the first half and a 2 pointer
in the second portion of the game.
Gerald Merryweather, #35, shot a
two pointer in the first half and Phillip
Harris, #45, earned the team three
points in the first half after shooting
a two pointer and a successful free
throw.

The Patriots won 53 to 45.

Tiger Woods promises military tournament treat
Tim Hipps
Family Morale Welfare and Recreation Public Affairs

BETHESDA, Md. – Tiger Woods vowed April 20 to
dedicate his AT&T National PGA Tour event to the men
and women of the United States Armed Forces for the
third consecutive year.

The AT&T National hosted by Tiger Woods will donate
30,000 tickets for retired veterans, active-duty troops,
Reservists and their Families to attend the tournament July
2-5 at Congressional Country Club.

Woods, who last year missed the tourney while recov-
ering from knee surgery, will play the Earl Woods Memo-
rial Pro-Am on July 1 with a foursome completed by ser-
vice men and women, as he did in 2007, the first year of
the tournament.

The Military Caddie Program again will feature troops serv-
ing as caddies for the pros on the seventh hole. Two years
ago at that hole, Woods handed his putter to Army Sgt. Michael
Woods, who knocked down a 12-footer for the play of the
day at Congressional.

Wounded warriors will serve as honorary starters on the
first tee box for the tournament’s opening ceremony at 11
a.m. July 1.

“Hopefully people come out, not only to watch the play-
ers, but also to say thank you to all of the service men and
women that are coming out here,” Woods said. “If it wasn’t
for them, what they are doing overseas, things might be dif-
ferent here.”

Early commitments to play in the 2009 AT&T National
have been received from past tournament champions K.J.
Choi (2007) and Anthony Kim (2008), along with tourney
newcomer Ernie Els, who won the 1997 U.S. Open at Con-
gressional.

European Ryder Cup team member Paul Casey, Jim Furyk
and Danny Lee also have committed, said Greg McLaughlin,
president of the Tiger Woods Foundation.

“There are various other military initiatives we will be
doing during the week,” McLaughlin said. “Again, we want
to continue our support of the military in this great com-
munity, and we plan on really making a nice showing here
in 2009.”

Tiger hopes to bring the buzz back to the nation’s capital.
“To have the military there and to have everyone support

the event like they did the first year … having the players
just rave about it, having all the fans rave about it, it was
just such a huge success. We are just trying to build on
that momentum that we created the first year.”

Tiger Woods returned to Washington on April 20 and vowed to donate 30,000 tickets for
the AT&T National Hosted by Tiger Woods PGA Tour event to retired veterans, active-
duty troops, Reservists and their Families. The tourney is scheduled for July 2-5 on
Congressional Country Club’s 7,173-yard blue course in Bethesda, Md.

Photo by Tim Hipps
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Spc. Terysa Shaffer
35th Signal Brigade

The f i r s t  Augus ta  in
Army Boots program of
2009 took place on Fort
Gordon April 21-22.

The program, hosted by
the 63rd Expeditionary Sig-
nal Battalion, 35th Theater
Tactical Signal Brigade, al-
lows civilian leaders from
the Augusta community to
experience what it is like
to  be  a  Sold ie r  fo r  24
hours. 

The  loca l  res iden ts
gained an insight into the
training that Army Soldiers
have to endure at  basic
combat training. 

The participants learned
combat ives ,  rece ived  a
medical  demonstra t ion,
qualified with the M16A2
ri f le  in  an  Engagement
Skills Trainer 2000 simu-
lator, learned battle and
tactical formations and ex-
perienced the Meals Ready
to Eat.

Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Foley,
U.S. Army Signal Center
and  For t  Gordon  com-
manding general, said he
wanted the participants to
learn about military ser-
vices, and to make sure that
the residents had a good
feeling of what the Army
does.

Lt .  Col .  Rober t
Edmonson, 63rd ESB com-
mander,  sa id  tha t  he
wanted to make sure that
with the program, the par-
ticipants would understand
there is not a big difference
between Soldiers and civil-
ians, emphasizing that all
o f  us  a re  unc les ,  sons ,
daughters, wives and hus-
bands. 

The participants started
off their day with a meet
and greet breakfast at Din-
ing Facil i ty 13.   At the
breakfast, the participants
were introduced to their
sponsors, who would be
ass i s t ing  them a long
their training.

During the breakfast ,

Edmonson briefed the Sol-
diers on what they will be
doing during their training,
and stressed the importance
of safety. “We’re not here
to  hur t  anyone ,”  sa id
Edmonson.

 After breakfast, the Sol-
diers were taken to Gym 3
where they received their
equipment, which included
individual body armor, a tac-
tical vest, a ruck sack, rain
gear,  s leeping  bags ,  the
M16A2 rifle and the Desert
Combat Uniform.

Mike Gunn, an air traffic
manager at the Augusta Re-

gional Airport, said he was
excited to put the uniform
on. Gunn said this experi-
ence is special to him be-
cause his son, Pfc. Michael
Gunn, completed Advanced
Individual Training with
Company B, 369th Signal
Battalion at Fort Gordon. “I
feel honored to wear the
same uni form tha t  he
does,” said Gunn.

Kim Gibbons ,  a  sa les
manager at  a hotel  com-
pany, said the equipment felt
heavy.  Gibbons ,  an  Ai r
Force daughter,  said she
had never been exposed to

Army life and felt it would
be a good experience for
her. “I expect not to get any
sleep,” said Gibbons.

Fol lowing combat ives
and medical training in Gym
3, the Soldiers were taken
to  the  range where  they
learned how to fire their
M16A2 rifle. Their training
was  done  wi th  the  EST
2000,  where  they  a l so
learned about other weap-
ons such as the M249 ma-
chine gun, or squad auto-
matic weapon, the M4, the
203 grenade launcher, and
the Mark 19.

When the Soldiers be-
came more  comfor tab le
with shooting their weap-
ons, they were taken into
the field where they took
classes  on squad tac t ics

and movement techniques
taught by sergeants of the
Basic  Noncommiss ioned
Officer Course.

Two of the participants,
brothers Mark and Craig
Baynham, said they enjoyed
firing the weapons and the
field training. Mark, owner
of Baynham Welding, said
he loved shooting the SAW
and would have l iked to
shoot the 50-caliber. “I love
to shoot,” said Mark.

One  th ing  tha t  Mark
would have liked to change
was the targets that they
had to shoot. He said he
would have liked to go to a
real range with pop up tar-
gets. “It would be fun to see
i f  we  could  ac tua l ly  do
that,” said Mark.

Cra ig  sa id  the  events

were easy because every-
thing was set up for them,
but wonders what it would
be like for the actual Sol-
diers in the field.

Col. Marc Harris, 35th
TTSB commander,  said,
“The most important parts
are water and bullets be-
cause a firefight will last a
while.”

The program concluded
with a graduation ceremony
at Bicentennial Chapel. Foley
expressed his appreciation of
the Soldiers doing the pro-
gram and wanted to make
sure that the participants will
carry the lessons they
learned in their lives. “We
are grateful for the civilians
to take the time and interest
to learn what we do,” said
Foley.

Civilians experience Army first hand

Photos by Spc. Terysa Shaffer

(Above right) First Lt. Robert Halstead, 63rd Expeditionary Signal Battalion,
helps Charlie Walker adjust his tactical vest prior to a morning of operations
during the Augusta in Army Boots evolution at Fort Gordon, April 21. (Left)
Ed Enoch and his sponsor, Sgt. 1st Class William Miller, 63rd ESB, check
directions on a compass during their road march.

Civilians practice their tactical formations before going on a road march during the first Augustans in Army Boots session for the year.


