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SUBJECT:   Your Letter dated 17 April 2018 / Ser00L/0582

Dear Admiral Pearigen:

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation [MRFF] pursuant to the authority of the First
Amendment and applicable DoD and DON regulations, demands that you rescind and withdraw your
decision herein dated 17 April 2018. Our reasons for this are two-fold. First, the factual predicates
in your response are demonstrably wrong. Second, the legal conclusions, apparently based upon the
erroneous factual premises, are thus in violation of both the First Amendment and the respective
DoD and DON regulatory guidance.

The “Missing Man” Table did not originate with the National League of POW / MIA Families,
[NLF] as claimed. That organization was not even in existence when the Missing Man Table was
first conceived and established.  I would note for your information that the American Legion, whose1

motto is “For God and Country,” does not include a Bible (or any other religious texts) in its
Chaplain’s Manual in its instructions for a POW / MIA ceremony and the contents of the Missing
Man table, even though as a private organization they have no legal obligation to avoid religion.2

The Missing Man Table was created by the Red River Fighter Pilots Association, more

 See, e.g., 1 https://www.pow-miafamilies.org/about-the-league.html [Last accessed: 25 April 2018].

 See, 2 https://www.legion.org/documents/legion/pdf/chaplains_manual.pdf , pages 85-86 [Last accessed: 25

April 2018].
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commonly known in military aviation circles as the “River Rats.”  They began that tradition in May3

of 1967 at Korat Royal Thai Air Force Base, which at the time hosted U.S. Air Force fighter units.4

There was no Bible or any other religious symbol and the Table should look like this:5

Speaking of Bibles, is the one currently on the table at the U.S. Naval Hospital at Okinawa
prefecture, a Protestant one or the Catholic one? The Commander of the Hospital there MUST
comply with religious diversity as contained in SECNAVINST 1730.85, CH-1, ¶ 1, as well as
applicable DoD regulatory requirements. Therefore, on behalf of its 26 client families on Okinawa,
MRFF demands that the display include, but not be limited to, the following

! The Catholic Bible;
! The Protestant Bible;
! The Satanic Bible;
! The Q’uran (Islam);
! The Torah (Judaism);
! The Kojike (Shintoism, the predominant Japanese religion);
! The Tripitaka (Buddhism);
! The Vedas (Hindu);
! The Book of Mormon, etc.

Your decision claims that the displayed Bible – whichever version it is – does not “emphasiz[e]

 See, e.g., 3 http://www.river-rats.org/about-us/history-of-the-red-river.html [Last accessed: 25 April 2018].

 See, e.g., 4 http://www.river-rats.org/about-us/history-of-the-red-river.html [Last accessed: 25 April 2018].

 Id.5
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the book as a religious text.” If that is the case, then why is it even there? Anyone able to read
rudimentary English entering the Galley and observing it, especially with the words “Holy Bible”
implanted on the cover, cannot but think that it is exactly that – a “religious text.” Certainly MRFF’s
clients there think this.

As noted in our original Formal Complaint of 5 April 2018, the First Amendment protects all
under its shadow to believe however they wish, including believing in nothing. But, the freedom of
individual conduct, viz., putting a Bible on a Missing Man Table, in a U.S. military facility, in a
foreign country, in a military context, clearly and plainly violates the First Amendment as
implemented by the referenced DoD and DON regulations.

Finally, if after consulting with your Staff Judge Advocate, you deem the Bible and placard
appropriate for a Missing Man Table (regardless of the fact that its creators never intended it to be
there), MRFF demands that you order the display to be removed to the MCB Camp Butler Chapel.
If not, they should be removed. Interestingly enough the folks running the Chapel there appear to
understand the concept of religious diversity, as the religious services that they provide are far more
extensive than that triggered by the Galley’s Missing Man Table.6

Thank you in advance for your prompt consideration herein.

Respectfully submitted,

/S/ Donald G. Rehkopf, Jr.
DONALD G. REHKOPF, JR.
Attorney at Law

cc: SJA / CDR O’Brien (via email)
Client (Weinstein)
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 A list of diverse religious services provide there may be found at the MCB Camp Butler’s official website:6

http://www.mcbbutler.marines.mil/Base-Information/Chapels/Camp-Foster-Chapel  [last accessed: 25 April 2018].
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