
 
 

 

 

Wednesday, April 29, 2020 
 

Dr. Mark T. Esper 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon  
Washington, DC 20301-1000 
 
RE: Official complaint and demand on behalf of a number of Christian military Chaplains 
 
 
Mr. Secretary,  
 
I write to you today regarding an absolutely egregious and deplorable act taken by one of your most senior DoD chaplains 
serving today. 
 
A number of Christian military Chaplains from the U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, and U.S. Air Force have asked the Military 
Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) to represent them regarding their collective outrage about this matter, and feel 
that they would be subjected to reprisal, retribution, revenge, and retaliation if they attempted to register their objections 
via the chain of command without anonymity. 
 
Today, Wednesday, April 29, Chaplain (Colonel) Moon H. Kim, Garrison Chaplain, USAG Humphreys and Area III 
(USAG Humphreys), South Korea, sent an unsolicited digital copy of a book titled Coronavirus and Christ to 35 military 
Chaplains, his military subordinates, from a variety of Christian backgrounds, using a government platform to do so. I 
remind you, Mr. Secretary, that USAG Humphreys is the largest DoD military installation in the world outside of the 
continental United States. 
 
Obviously, his sending of this book was clearly meant as a full-fledged endorsement and validation of what the book 
espouses and proclaims. Thus, in CLEAR effect, especially to the recipients of his shocking e-mail, Chaplain (Colonel) 
Kim is likewise endorsing and validating the very same dictates as established by the author of this book. 
 
The book, pushing the belief that the Coronavirus is God’s judgment, is written by fundamentalist Christian preacher and 
author John Piper, and singles out, among other things, “the sin of homosexual intercourse” as deserving “due penalty.” 
 
Many of the Chaplains who received this unsolicited book from Chaplain (Colonel) Kim are from mainline and 
Progressive Christian denominations which do not subscribe to the ultra conservative/Reformed/evangelical Christian 
theology of John Piper. 
 
Piper holds "complementation views" which are opposed to the ordination of women. Some of the military Chaplains who 
received the digital book are female military Chaplains. 
 
Piper subscribes to a view of “Predestination" which says that even something as deadly as Coronavirus is sent from God. 
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In referencing his belief with the heading of "Some people will be infected with the coronavirus as a specific judgment 
from God because of their sinful attitudes and actions,” he alludes to the theological point that all misery is a result of the 
fall in the Garden of Eden, and that it is meant to purify and not punish, but he then says a few paragraphs later: 
 

“Another example is the sin of homosexual intercourse. In Romans 1:27, the apostle Paul says, ‘Men likewise 
gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing 
shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.’ That ‘due penalty’ is the 
painful effect ‘in themselves’ of their sin.” 

 
He is unquestionably attempting to make the case that as LGBTQ people are punished for their sin, the Coronavirus is a 
punishment for sin also.  
 
What message is sent in a post-DADT Army to Gay and Lesbian Chaplains and Soldiers when the Senior Chaplain on 
post, a man in a position of substantial power and influence over them, endorses a book which very clearly violates, inter 
alia, DoD and Army EEO policies and a host of other related regulatory and Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) 
provisions? How would a Soldier in a same-gendered marriage or his or her spouse feel about this incendiary, bigoted 
material being wholeheartedly endorsed by the Senior military Chaplain on this enormous Army installation in South 
Korea? 
 
That Piper believes and writes such unmitigated drivel is his right. That Chaplain (Colonel) Kim believes in what Piper 
writes is also his right.  
 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, that Chaplain (Colonel) Kim shares a document which propagate beliefs in vulgar 
contradiction to DoD and Army regulatory policy and the UCMJ and sends it out in his supervisorial capacity as THE 
Senior Chaplain at USAG Humphreys is in direct and wretched opposition to good order, morale, unit cohesion, and 
discipline. Indeed, it irrefutably establishes, by the very nature embedded in the power of his office, that this book by John 
Piper is his established or preferred view. 
 
Some of the other comments in the digital book include: 
  

"The Coronavirus was sent, therefore, by God. This is not a season for sentimental views of God. It is a bitter 
season. And God ordained it. God governs it. He will end it. No part of it is outside his sway. Life and death are in 
his hand." 
 
"But it is fitting that every one of us search our own heart to discern if our suffering is God's judgment on the way 
we live."  

 
Piper is implying that this virus is somehow a judgment on us as Americans or individuals rather than simply being a 
pernicious virus. 
 
He states that:  
 

"...what God is doing through the Coronavirus is Picturing Moral Horror, Sending Specific Divine Judgments, 
Awakening us for a Second Coming, Realigning us with the Infinite Worth of Christ, Creating Good Works in 
Danger and Loosening Roots to Reach the Nations.” 
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He states that God's fingers are in the virus and that God could stop the Coronavirus but doesn't. He describes the 
Coronavirus as "Bitter Providence" and states that the Coronavirus was sent, therefore, by God.  
 
He directly states: 
 

"God is giving the world in the coronavirus as in all other calamities, a physical picture of the moral horror and 
spiritual ugliness of God-belittling sin.” 

 
He further states that:  
 

“...some people will be infected with the coronavirus as a specific judgment from God because of their sinful 
attitudes and actions and that the coronavirus is God's thunderclap call for all of us to repent and  realign our lives 
with the infinite worth of Christ.” 

 
So, if a Chaplain or service member or family member is infected with Coronavirus do they now believe that the Senior 
Chaplain at USAG Humphreys thinks it is because of some awful sin on their part? Where is the pastoral care and comfort 
in that belief? Answer; there IS none! 
 
In his closing prayer, Piper states: 
 

"In the same way, we sense, deep down, that this pandemic is appointed, in your wisdom, for good and necessary 
purposes.” 

 
Is Chaplain (Colonel) Kim stating that this is THE preferred and established theology? Are military Chaplains of lesser 
power and rank free to raise their concerns and differ in the midst of a male, conservative/reformed/evangelical 
dominated, fundamentalist Christian technical Chaplain Chain? Those military Christian Chaplains on the receiving end 
of Chaplain (Colonel) Kim’s gross malfeasance, who have asked MRFF to speak for them, don't think so. 
 
MRFF demands that Army Chaplain (Colonel) Kim be officially, swiftly, aggressively, and visibly investigated and 
disciplined in punishment for his deplorable actions described above. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael l. “Mikey” Weinstein, Esq. 
Founder and President 
Military Religious Freedom Foundation 
505-250-7727 
 
 
CC: Ryan D. McCarthy, Secretary of the United States Army 
 General James C. McConville, Chief of Staff of the United States Army 
 CH (MG) Thomas L. Solhjem, Chief of Chaplains of the United States Army 


